
















































































































































































































































































































































































LEGISLATIVE BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
A Study of the Impact of Venue for Medical Professional Liability Actions

Exhibit 53

Number of Insurers Writing $1 Million or More in Direct Premium#
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Note:
¥According to the Pennsylvania Department of Insurance, the 2010 data did not include information for Risk Reten-
tion Groups and Surplus Lines.

Source: Developed by LBFC staff from information provided by the Pennsylvania Department of Insurance.

The market share for the 10 largest insurance companies'' that write
medical professional liability insurance has steadily declined from a high
of 71.6 percent in 2002 to 49.4 percent in 2017. See Exhibit 54.

121 For our purposes, largest is defined as the dollar amount of direct premiums written for medical professional liabil-
ity insurance.
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Exhibit 54

Market Share of 10 Largest Insurers?
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¥According to the Pennsylvania Department of Insurance, the 2010 data did not include information for Risk Reten-
tion Groups and Surplus Lines.

Source: Developed by LBFC staff from information provided by the Pennsylvania Department of Insurance.

The total amount of direct premiums written for medical liability insur-
ance soared from 2002 to 2004 before entering a period of steady de-
cline. In 2002, direct premiums written were almost $500 million. In
2004, that number peaked at $757 million, an increase of 51 percent. Be-
ginning in 2004, direct premiums declined steadily to $654 million in
2017. See Exhibit 55.

Together, these data points show a more competitive insurance market
and a greater availability of medical malpractice insurance. That said, we
must note that the trend began prior to the 2003 MCARE changes, prior
to premiums coming down, and prior to a decrease in lawsuits filed.
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Exhibit 55

Total Direct Medical Liability Insurance Premiums#
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¥According to the Pennsylvania Department of Insurance, the 2010 data did not include information for Risk Reten-
tion Groups and Surplus Lines.

Source: Developed by LBFC staff from information provided by the Pennsylvania Department of Insurance.

Cost of Medical Professional Liability Insurancel?2

The cost of medical professional liability insurance in Pennsylvania as well
as the nation as a whole, increased significantly from 1996 to its peak
around 2007. Thereafter, rates decreased.

In Pennsylvania, medical professional liability insurance rates for internal
medicine increased, on average by county, roughly 348 percent from
1996 to 2018. Eleven counties realized an increase of over 450 percent
over the period. See Exhibit 56.

122 Insurance companies value stability and predictability. A change in the venue rule, coupled with the regionaliza-
tion of hospital services, would likely create a less predictable market in the near term. If insurance companies have a
more difficult time predicting their costs, rates may destabilize soon after as they adjust to the new rule.
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Exhibit 56

Increase in Medical Professional Liability Insurance Rates by County
Internal Medicine

1996 to 2018
County 1996 2018 % Change
Adams $2,446 | $10,663 335.9%
Allegheny 2,611 10,663 308.4
Armstrong 2,446 10,663 335.9
Beaver 2,446 10,663 3359
Bedford 2,446 10,663 335.9
Berks 2,446 10,663 335.9
Blair 2,446 10,663 335.9
Bradford 2,446 10,663 335.9
Bucks 4,506 12,424 175.7
Butler 2,446 10,663 335.9
Cambria 2,446 10,663 335.9
Cameron 2,446 10,663 335.9
Carbon 2,446 13,795 464.0
Centre 2,446 10,663 335.9
Chester 3,246 12,424 282.7
Clarion 2,446 10,663 335.9
Clearfield 2,446 10,663 335.9
Clinton 2,446 10,663 335.9
Columbia 2,446 13,795 464.0
Crawford 2,446 11,446 367.9
Cumberland 2,446 12,424 407.9
Dauphin 2,446 13,795 464.0
Delaware 5,002 14,982 199.5
Elk 2,446 10,663 335.9
Erie 2,446 11,446 367.9
Fayette 2,446 10,663 3359
Forest 2,446 10,663 335.9
Franklin 2,446 12,424 407.9
Fulton 2,446 10,663 335.9
Greene 2,446 10,663 3359
Huntingdon 2,446 10,663 335.9
Indiana 2,446 10,663 335.9
Jefferson 2,446 10,663 335.9
Juniata 2,446 10,663 335.9
Lackawanna 3,246 15,867 388.8
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Exhibit 56 Continued

County 1996 2018 % Change
Lancaster 2,446 10,663 3359
Lawrence 2,446 11,446 367.9
Lebanon 2,446 10,663 335.9
Lehigh 2,446 13,795 464.0
Luzerne 2,446 13,795 464.0
Lycoming 2,446 10,663 335.9
McKean 2,446 10,663 335.9
Mercer 3,246 11,446 252.6
Mifflin 2,446 10,663 335.9
Monroe 3,246 15,867 388.8
Montgomery 5,002 12,424 148.4
Montour 2,446 13,795 464.0
Northampton 2,446 13,795 464.0
Northumberland 2,446 13,795 464.0
Perry 2,446 10,663 335.9
Philadelphia 5,002 14,982 199.5
Pike 2,446 13,795 464.0
Potter 2,446 10,663 335.9
Schuylkill 4,506 15,867 252.1
Snyder 2,446 10,663 335.9
Somerset 2,446 10,663 335.9
Sullivan 2,446 10,663 335.9
Susquehanna 2,446 10,663 335.9
Tioga 2,446 10,663 335.9
Union 2,446 10,663 335.9
Venango 2,446 10,663 3359
Warren 2,446 10,663 335.9
Washington 2,446 10,663 335.9
Wayne 2,446 13,795 464.0
Westmoreland 3,246 10,663 2285
Wyoming 2,446 13,795 464.0
York 2,446 10,663 335.9

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.

Increases in medical professional liability insurance rates for general sur-

geons from 1996 to 2018 were less than those for internal medicine. The
average general surgeon increase by county for the period was 251 per-

cent. See Exhibit 57.
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Exhibit 57

Increase in Medical Professional Liability Insurance Rates by County
General Surgeon
1996 to 2018

County 1996 2018 % Change
Adams $11,151 $37,091 232.6%
Allegheny 11,901 37,091 211.7
Armstrong 11,151 37,091 232.6
Beaver 11,151 37,091 232.6
Bedford 11,151 37,091 232.6
Berks 11,151 37,091 232.6
Blair 11,151 37,091 232.6
Bradford 11,151 37,091 232.6
Bucks 20,541 45,460 1213
Butler 11,151 37,091 232.6
Cambria 11,151 37,091 232.6
Cameron 11,151 37,091 232.6
Carbon 11,151 51,969 366.0
Centre 11,151 37,091 232.6
Chester 14,796 45,460 207.2
Clarion 11,151 37,091 232.6
Clearfield 11,151 37,091 232.6
Clinton 11,151 37,091 232.6
Columbia 11,151 51,969 366.0
Crawford 11,151 40,810 266.0
Cumberland 11,151 45,460 307.7
Dauphin 11,151 51,969 366.0
Delaware 22,798 57,610 152.7
Elk 11,151 37,091 232.6
Erie 11,151 40,810 266.0
Fayette 11,151 37,091 232.6
Forest 11,151 37,091 232.6
Franklin 11,151 45,460 307.7
Fulton 11,151 37,091 232.6
Greene 11,151 37,091 232.6
Huntingdon 11,151 37,091 232.6
Indiana 11,151 37,091 232.6
Jefferson 11,151 37,091 232.6
Juniata 11,151 37,091 232.6
Lackawanna 14,796 60,958 312.0

Page 117



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
A Study of the Impact of Venue for Medical Professional Liability Actions

Exhibit 57 Continued

County 1996 2018 % Change
Lancaster 11,151 37,091 232.6
Lawrence 11,151 40,810 266.0
Lebanon 11,151 37,091 232.6
Lehigh 11,151 51,969 366.0
Luzerne 11,151 51,969 366.0
Lycoming 11,151 37,091 232.6
McKean 11,151 37,091 232.6
Mercer 14,796 40,810 175.8
Mifflin 11,151 37,091 232.6
Monroe 14,796 60,958 312.0
Montgomery 22,798 45,460 99.4
Montour 11,151 51,969 366.0
Northampton 11,151 51,969 366.0
Northumberland 11,151 51,969 366.0
Perry 11,151 37,091 232.6
Philadelphia 22,798 57,610 152.7
Pike 11,151 51,969 366.0
Potter 11,151 37,091 232.6
Schuylkill 20,541 60,958 196.8
Snyder 11,151 37,091 232.6
Somerset 11,151 37,091 232.6
Sullivan 11,151 37,091 232.6
Susquehanna 11,151 37,091 232.6
Tioga 11,151 37,091 232.6
Union 11,151 37,091 232.6
Venango 11,151 37,091 232.6
Warren 11,151 37,091 232.6
Washington 11,151 37,091 232.6
Wayne 11,151 51,969 366.0
Westmoreland 14,796 37,091 150.7
Wyoming 11,151 51,969 366.0
York 11,151 37,091 232.6

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.

Rate increases for OB/GYNS were higher than those for general surgeons.
The average increase by county from 1996 to 2018 was 312 percent. See
Exhibit 58.
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Exhibit 58

Increase in Medical Professional Liability Insurance Rates by County

OB/GYN
1996 to 2018
County 1996 2018 % Change
Adams $12,431 $ 48,367 289.1%
Allegheny 13,628 48,367 254.9
Armstrong 12,431 48,367 289.1
Beaver 12,431 48,367 289.1
Bedford 12,431 48,367 289.1
Berks 12,431 48,367 289.1
Blair 12,431 48,367 289.1
Bradford 12,431 48,367 289.1
Bucks 22,899 59,555 160.1
Butler 12,431 48,367 289.1
Cambria 12,431 48,367 289.1
Cameron 12,431 48,367 289.1
Carbon 12,431 68,256 4491
Centre 12,431 48,367 289.1
Chester 16,495 59,555 261.0
Clarion 12,431 48,367 289.1
Clearfield 12,431 48,367 289.1
Clinton 12,431 48,367 289.1
Columbia 12,431 68,256 4491
Crawford 12,431 53,339 329.1
Cumberland 12,431 59,555 379.1
Dauphin 12,431 68,256 4491
Delaware 25,416 75,798 198.2
Elk 12,431 48,367 289.1
Erie 12,431 53,339 329.1
Fayette 12,431 48,367 289.1
Forest 12,431 48,367 289.1
Franklin 12,431 59,555 379.1
Fulton 12,431 48,367 289.1
Greene 12,431 48,367 289.1
Huntingdon 12,431 48,367 289.1
Indiana 12,431 48,367 289.1
Jefferson 12,431 48,367 289.1
Juniata 12,431 48,367 289.1
Lackawanna 16,495 80,273 386.7
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Exhibit 58 Continued

County 1996 2018 % Change
Lancaster 12,431 48,367 289.1
Lawrence 12,431 53,339 329.1
Lebanon 12,431 48,367 289.1
Lehigh 12,431 68,256 449.1
Luzerne 12,431 68,256 4491
Lycoming 12,431 48,367 289.1
McKean 12,431 48,367 289.1
Mercer 16,495 53,339 2234
Mifflin 12,431 48,367 289.1
Monroe 16,495 80,273 386.7
Montgomery 25416 59,555 134.3
Montour 12,431 68,256 4491
Northampton 12,431 68,256 4491
Northumberland 12,431 68,256 4491
Perry 12,431 48,367 289.1
Philadelphia 25,416 75,798 198.2
Pike 12,431 68,256 4491
Potter 12,431 48,367 289.1
Schuylkill 22,899 80,273 250.6
Snyder 12,431 48,367 289.1
Somerset 12,431 48,367 289.1
Sullivan 12,431 48,367 289.1
Susquehanna 12,431 48,367 289.1
Tioga 12,431 48,367 289.1
Union 12,431 48,367 289.1
Venango 12,431 48,367 289.1
Warren 12,431 48,367 289.1
Washington 12,431 48,367 289.1
Wayne 12,431 68,256 449.1
Westmoreland 16,495 48,367 193.2
Wyoming 12,431 68,256 4491
York 12,431 48,367 289.1

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.

From 1996, rates increased dramatically before peaking around 2007.
OB/GYN rates increased the most — 462 percent over the period. See Ex-
hibit 59, 60, and 61.
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Exhibit 59

Increase in Medical Professional Liability Insurance Rates by County
Internal Medicine
1996 to 2007

County 1996 2007 % Change
Adams $2,446 $11,923 387.4%
Allegheny 2,611 11,923 356.6
Armstrong 2,446 11,923 3874
Beaver 2,446 11,923 387.4
Bedford 2,446 11,923 3874
Berks 2,446 11,923 3874
Blair 2,446 11,923 3874
Bradford 2,446 11,923 3874
Bucks 4,506 19,405 330.6
Butler 2,446 11,923 3874
Cambria 2,446 11,923 3874
Cameron 2,446 11,923 3874
Carbon 2,446 15,664 540.4
Centre 2,446 11,923 387.4
Chester 3,246 19,405 497.8
Clarion 2,446 11,923 3874
Clearfield 2,446 11,923 3874
Clinton 2,446 11,923 3874
Columbia 2,446 15,664 540.4
Crawford 2,446 11,923 3874
Cumberland 2,446 14,729 502.2
Dauphin 2,446 14,729 502.2
Delaware 5,002 19,405 287.9
Elk 2,446 11,923 3874
Erie 2,446 11,923 3874
Fayette 2,446 11,923 387.4
Forest 2,446 11,923 3874
Franklin 2,446 14,729 502.2
Fulton 2,446 11,923 3874
Greene 2,446 11,923 3874
Huntingdon 2,446 11,923 3874
Indiana 2,446 11,923 3874
Jefferson 2,446 11,923 3874
Juniata 2,446 11,923 3874
Lackawanna 3,246 18,470 469.0
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Exhibit 59 Continued

County 1996 2007 % Change
Lancaster 2,446 11,923 3874
Lawrence 2,446 11,923 3874
Lebanon 2,446 11,923 3874
Lehigh 2,446 15,664 540.4
Luzerne 2,446 15,664 5404
Lycoming 2,446 11,923 3874
McKean 2,446 11,923 3874
Mercer 3,246 11,923 267.3
Mifflin 2,446 11,923 3874
Monroe 3,246 18,470 469.0
Montgomery 5,002 19,405 287.9
Montour 2,446 15,664 540.4
Northampton 2,446 15,664 540.4
Northumberland 2,446 15,664 540.4
Perry 2,446 11,923 3874
Philadelphia 5,002 19,405 287.9
Pike 2,446 15,664 540.4
Potter 2,446 11,923 3874
Schuylkill 4,506 18,470 309.9
Snyder 2,446 11,923 3874
Somerset 2,446 11,923 3874
Sullivan 2,446 11,923 3874
Susquehanna 2,446 11,923 3874
Tioga 2,446 11,923 3874
Union 2,446 11,923 3874
Venango 2,446 11,923 3874
Warren 2,446 11,923 3874
Washington 2,446 11,923 3874
Wayne 2,446 15,664 540.4
Westmoreland 3,246 11,923 267.3
Wyoming 2,446 15,664 540.4
York 2,446 11,923 3874

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.
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Exhibit 60

Increase in Medical Professional Liability Insurance Rates by County
General Surgeon
1996 to 2007

County 1996 2007 % Change
Adams $11,151 $51,443 361.3%
Allegheny 11,901 51,443 3323
Armstrong 11,151 51,443 361.3
Beaver 11,151 51,443 361.3
Bedford 11,151 51,443 361.3
Berks 11,151 51,443 361.3
Blair 11,151 51,443 361.3
Bradford 11,151 51,443 361.3
Bucks 20,541 89,976 338.0
Butler 11,151 51,443 361.3
Cambria 11,151 51,443 361.3
Cameron 11,151 51,443 361.3
Carbon 11,151 70,710 534.1
Centre 11,151 51,443 361.3
Chester 14,796 89,976 508.1
Clarion 11,151 51,443 361.3
Clearfield 11,151 51,443 361.3
Clinton 11,151 51,443 361.3
Columbia 11,151 70,710 534.1
Crawford 11,151 51,443 361.3
Cumberland 11,151 65,894 490.9
Dauphin 11,151 65,894 490.9
Delaware 22,798 89,976 2947
Elk 11,151 51,443 361.3
Erie 11,151 51,443 361.3
Fayette 11,151 51,443 361.3
Forest 11,151 51,443 361.3
Franklin 11,151 65,894 490.9
Fulton 11,151 51,443 361.3
Greene 11,151 51,443 361.3
Huntingdon 11,151 51,443 361.3
Indiana 11,151 51,443 361.3
Jefferson 11,151 51,443 361.3
Juniata 11,151 51,443 361.3
Lackawanna 14,796 85,161 475.6
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Exhibit 60 Continued

County 1996 2007 % Change
Lancaster 11,151 51,443 361.3
Lawrence 11,151 51,443 361.3
Lebanon 11,151 51,443 361.3
Lehigh 11,151 70,710 534.1
Luzerne 11,151 70,710 534.1
Lycoming 11,151 51,443 361.3
McKean 11,151 51,443 361.3
Mercer 14,796 51,443 247.7
Mifflin 11,151 51,443 361.3
Monroe 14,796 85,161 475.6
Montgomery 22,798 89,976 294.7
Montour 11,151 70,710 534.1
Northampton 11,151 70,710 5341
Northumberland 11,151 70,710 534.1
Perry 11,151 51,443 361.3
Philadelphia 22,798 89,976 294.7
Pike 11,151 70,710 534.1
Potter 11,151 51,443 361.3
Schuylkill 20,541 85,161 314.6
Snyder 11,151 51,443 361.3
Somerset 11,151 51,443 361.3
Sullivan 11,151 51,443 361.3
Susquehanna 11,151 51,443 361.3
Tioga 11,151 51,443 361.3
Union 11,151 51,443 361.3
Venango 11,151 51,443 361.3
Warren 11,151 51,443 361.3
Washington 11,151 51,443 361.3
Wayne 11,151 70,710 534.1
Westmoreland 14,796 51,443 247.7
Wyoming 11,151 70,710 534.1
York 11,151 51,443 361.3

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.
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Exhibit 61

Increase in Medical Professional Liability Insurance Rates by County
OB/GYN
1996 to 2007

County 1996 2007 % Change
Adams $12,431 65,728 428.7%
Allegheny 13,628 65,728 3823
Armstrong 12,431 65,728 428.7
Beaver 12,431 65,728 428.7
Bedford 12,431 65,728 428.7
Berks 12,431 65,728 428.7
Blair 12,431 65,728 428.7
Bradford 12,431 65,728 428.7
Bucks 22,899 115,483 404.3
Butler 12,431 65,728 428.7
Cambria 12,431 65,728 428.7
Cameron 12,431 65,728 428.7
Carbon 12,431 90,266 626.1
Centre 12,431 65,728 428.7
Chester 16,495 115,483 600.1
Clarion 12,431 65,728 428.7
Clearfield 12,431 65,728 428.7
Clinton 12,431 65,728 428.7
Columbia 12,431 90,266 626.1
Crawford 12,431 65,728 428.7
Cumberland 12,431 84,388 578.9
Dauphin 12,431 84,388 578.9
Delaware 25,416 115,483 354.4
Elk 12,431 65,728 428.7
Erie 12,431 65,728 428.7
Fayette 12,431 65,728 428.7
Forest 12,431 65,728 428.7
Franklin 12,431 84,388 578.9
Fulton 12,431 65,728 428.7
Greene 12,431 65,728 428.7
Huntingdon 12,431 65,728 428.7
Indiana 12,431 65,728 428.7
Jefferson 12,431 65,728 428.7
Juniata 12,431 65,728 428.7
Lackawanna 16,495 109,266 562.4
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Exhibit 61 Continued

County 1996 2007 % Change
Lancaster 12,431 65,728 428.7
Lawrence 12,431 65,728 428.7
Lebanon 12,431 65,728 428.7
Lehigh 12,431 90,266 626.1
Luzerne 12,431 90,266 626.1
Lycoming 12,431 65,728 428.7
McKean 12,431 65,728 428.7
Mercer 16,495 65,728 298.5
Mifflin 12,431 65,728 428.7
Monroe 16,495 109,266 562.4
Montgomery 25,416 115,483 3544
Montour 12,431 90,266 626.1
Northampton 12,431 90,266 626.1
Northumberland 12,431 90,266 626.1
Perry 12,431 65,728 428.7
Philadelphia 25,416 115,483 354.4
Pike 12,431 90,266 626.1
Potter 12,431 65,728 428.7
Schuylkill 22,899 109,266 377.2
Snyder 12,431 65,728 428.7
Somerset 12,431 65,728 428.7
Sullivan 12,431 65,728 428.7
Susquehanna 12,431 65,728 428.7
Tioga 12,431 65,728 428.7
Union 12,431 65,728 428.7
Venango 12,431 65,728 428.7
Warren 12,431 65,728 4287
Washington 12,431 65,728 428.7
Wayne 12,431 90,266 626.1
Westmoreland 16,495 65,728 298.5
Wyoming 12,431 90,266 626.1
York 12,431 65,728 428.7

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.

Beginning in 2007, medical professional liability rates began to decline
across the specialty types we reviewed. The average decline by county
for general surgeons was the largest at 29. See Exhibit 62, 63, and 64.

Page 126



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
A Study of the Impact of Venue for Medical Professional Liability Actions

Exhibit 62

Change in Medical Professional Liability Insurance Rates by County
Internal Medicine

2007 to 2018

County 2007 2018 % Change
Adams $11,923 $10,663 -10.6%
Allegheny 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Armstrong 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Beaver 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Bedford 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Berks 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Blair 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Bradford 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Bucks 19,405 12,424 -36.0
Butler 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Cambria 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Cameron 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Carbon 15,664 13,795 -11.9
Centre 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Chester 19,405 12,424 -36.0
Clarion 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Clearfield 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Clinton 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Columbia 15,664 13,795 -11.9
Crawford 11,923 11,446 -4.0
Cumberland 14,729 12,424 -15.6
Dauphin 14,729 13,795 -6.3
Delaware 19,405 14,982 -22.8
Elk 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Erie 11,923 11,446 -4.0
Fayette 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Forest 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Franklin 14,729 12,424 -15.6
Fulton 11,923 10,663 -10.6%
Greene 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Huntingdon 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Indiana 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Jefferson 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Juniata 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Lackawanna 18,470 15,867 -14.1
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Exhibit 62 Continued

County 2007 2018 % Change
Lancaster $11,923 10,663 -10.6
Lawrence 11,923 11,446 -4.0
Lebanon 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Lehigh 15,664 13,795 -11.9
Luzerne 15,664 13,795 -11.9
Lycoming 11,923 10,663 -10.6
McKean 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Mercer 11,923 11,446 -4.0
Mifflin 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Monroe 18,470 15,867 -14.1
Montgomery 19,405 12,424 -36.0
Montour 15,664 13,795 -11.9
Northampton 15,664 13,795 -11.9
Northumberland 15,664 13,795 -11.9
Perry 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Philadelphia 19,405 14,982 -22.8
Pike 15,664 13,795 -11.9
Potter 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Schuylkill 18,470 15,867 -14.1
Snyder 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Somerset 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Sullivan 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Susquehanna 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Tioga 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Union 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Venango 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Warren 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Washington 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Wayne 15,664 13,795 -11.9
Westmoreland 11,923 10,663 -10.6
Wyoming 15,664 13,795 -11.9
York 11,923 10,663 -10.6

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.
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Exhibit 63

Change in Medical Professional Liability Insurance Rates by County
General Surgery

2007 to 2018
County 2007 2018 % Change
Adams $51,443 $37,091 -27.9%
Allegheny 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Armstrong 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Beaver 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Bedford 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Berks 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Blair 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Bradford 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Bucks 89,976 45,460 -49.5
Butler 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Cambria 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Cameron 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Carbon 70,710 51,969 -26.5
Centre 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Chester 89,976 45,460 -49.5
Clarion 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Clearfield 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Clinton 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Columbia 70,710 51,969 -26.5
Crawford 51,443 40,810 -20.7
Cumberland 65,894 45,460 -31.0
Dauphin 65,894 51,969 -21.1
Delaware 89,976 57,610 -36.0
Elk 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Erie 51,443 40,810 -20.7
Fayette 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Forest 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Franklin 65,894 45,460 -31.0
Fulton 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Greene 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Huntingdon 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Indiana 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Jefferson 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Juniata 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Lackawanna 85,161 60,958 -284
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Exhibit 63 Continued

County 2007 2018 % Change
Lancaster $51,443 37,091 -27.9
Lawrence 51,443 40,810 -20.7
Lebanon 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Lehigh 70,710 51,969 -26.5
Luzerne 70,710 51,969 -26.5
Lycoming 51,443 37,091 -27.9
McKean 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Mercer 51,443 40,810 -20.7
Mifflin 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Monroe 85,161 60,958 -28.4
Montgomery 89,976 45,460 -49.5
Montour 70,710 51,969 -26.5
Northampton 70,710 51,969 -26.5
Northumberland 70,710 51,969 -26.5
Perry 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Philadelphia 89,976 57,610 -36.0
Pike 70,710 51,969 -26.5
Potter 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Schuylkill 85,161 60,958 -284
Snyder 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Somerset 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Sullivan 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Susquehanna 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Tioga 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Union 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Venango 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Warren 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Washington 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Wayne 70,710 51,969 -26.5
Westmoreland 51,443 37,091 -27.9
Wyoming 70,710 51,969 -26.5
York 51,443 37,091 -27.9

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.
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Exhibit 64

Change in Medical Professional Liability Insurance Rates by County

OB/GYN
2007 to 2018
County 2007 2018 % Change
Adams $65,728 $48,367 -26.4%
Allegheny 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Armstrong 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Beaver 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Bedford 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Berks 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Blair 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Bradford 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Bucks 115,483 59,555 -48.4
Butler 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Cambria 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Cameron 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Carbon 90,266 68,256 -24.4
Centre 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Chester 115,483 59,555 -48.4
Clarion 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Clearfield 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Clinton 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Columbia 90,266 68,256 -24.4
Crawford 65,728 53,339 -18.8
Cumberland 84,388 59,555 -294
Dauphin 84,388 68,256 -19.1
Delaware 115,483 75,798 -34.4
Elk 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Erie 65,728 53,339 -18.8
Fayette 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Forest 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Franklin 84,388 59,555 -29.4
Fulton 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Greene 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Huntingdon 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Indiana 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Jefferson 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Juniata 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Lackawanna 109,266 80,273 -26.5
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Exhibit 64 Continued

County 2007 2018 % Change
Lancaster 65,728 $48,367 -26.4
Lawrence 65,728 53,339 -18.8
Lebanon 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Lehigh 90,266 68,256 -24.4
Luzerne 90,266 68,256 -24.4
Lycoming 65,728 48,367 -26.4
McKean 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Mercer 65,728 53,339 -18.8
Mifflin 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Monroe 109,266 80,273 -26.5
Montgomery 115,483 59,555 -48.4
Montour 90,266 68,256 -24.4
Northampton 90,266 68,256 -24.4
Northumberland 90,266 68,256 -24.4
Perry 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Philadelphia 115,483 75,798 -34.4
Pike 90,266 68,256 -24.4
Potter 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Schuylkill 109,266 80,273 -26.5
Snyder 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Somerset 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Sullivan 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Susquehanna 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Tioga 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Union 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Venango 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Warren 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Washington 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Wayne 90,266 68,256 -24.4
Westmoreland 65,728 48,367 -26.4
Wyoming 90,266 68,256 -24.4
York 65,728 48,367 -26.4

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.

Significant changes to the law regulating medical professional liability
insurance were enacted in 2003. However, rates continued to rise as
shown by the smaller decline in rates over the full period of 2003 to 2018
than from 2007 to 2018. Rates for those doctors practicing internal med-
icine increased by 9 percent from 2003 to 2018. However, rates for
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general surgeons and OB/GYNs declined by 15 percent and 13 percent
respectively. See Exhibits 65, 66, and 67.

Exhibit 65

Change in Medical Professional Liability Insurance Rates by Specialty
Internal Medicine
2003 to 2018

County 2003 2018 % Change
Adams $9,542 $10,663 11.7%
Allegheny 9,542 10,663 11.7
Armstrong 9,542 10,663 11.7
Beaver 9,542 10,663 11.7
Bedford 9,542 10,663 11.7
Berks 9,542 10,663 11.7
Blair 9,542 10,663 1.7
Bradford 9,542 10,663 11.7
Bucks 15,903 12,424 -21.9
Butler 9,542 10,663 11.7
Cambria 9,542 10,663 1.7
Cameron 9,542 10,663 11.7
Carbon 12,722 13,795 8.4
Centre 9,542 10,663 11.7
Chester 15,903 12,424 -21.9
Clarion 9,542 10,663 11.7
Clearfield 9,542 10,663 11.7
Clinton 9,542 10,663 11.7
Columbia 12,722 13,795 8.4
Crawford 9,542 11,446 20.0
Cumberland 11,927 12,424 4.2
Dauphin 11,927 13,795 15.7
Delaware 15,903 14,982 -5.8
Elk 9,542 10,663 11.7
Erie 9,542 11,446 20.0
Fayette 9,542 10,663 11.7
Forest 9,542 10,663 11.7
Franklin 11,927 12,424 4.2
Fulton 9,542 10,663 1.7
Greene 9,542 10,663 11.7
Huntingdon 9,542 10,663 1.7
Indiana 9,542 10,663 11.7
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Exhibit 65 Continued

County 2003 2018 % Change
Jefferson $9,542 $10,663 11.7
Juniata 9,542 10,663 11.7
Lackawanna 15,108 15,867 5.0
Lancaster 9,542 10,663 11.7
Lawrence 9,542 11,446 20.0
Lebanon 9,542 10,663 11.7
Lehigh 12,722 13,795 84
Luzerne 12,722 13,795 8.4
Lycoming 9,542 10,663 11.7
McKean 9,542 10,663 11.7
Mercer 9,542 11,446 20.0
Mifflin 9,542 10,663 11.7
Monroe 15,108 15,867 5.0
Montgomery 15,903 12,424 -21.9
Montour 12,722 13,795 8.4
Northampton 12,722 13,795 8.4
Northumberland 12,722 13,795 8.4
Perry 9,542 10,663 11.7
Philadelphia 15,903 14,982 -5.8
Pike 12,722 13,795 8.4
Potter 9,542 10,663 11.7
Schuylkill 15,108 15,867 5.0
Snyder 9,542 10,663 11.7
Somerset 9,542 10,663 11.7
Sullivan 9,542 10,663 11.7
Susquehanna 9,542 10,663 11.7
Tioga 9,542 10,663 11.7
Union 9,542 10,663 11.7
Venango 9,542 10,663 11.7
Warren 9,542 10,663 11.7
Washington 9,542 10,663 1.7
Wayne 12,722 13,795 84
Westmoreland 9,542 10,663 11.7
Wyoming 12,722 13,795 8.4
York 9,542 10,663 11.7

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.
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Exhibit 66

Change in Medical Professional Liability Insurance Rates by Specialty
General Surgeon

2003 to 2018
County 2003 2018 % Change
Adams $43,512 $37,091 -14.8%
Allegheny 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Armstrong 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Beaver 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Bedford 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Berks 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Blair 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Bradford 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Bucks 72,518 45,460 -373
Butler 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Cambria 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Cameron 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Carbon 58,012 51,969 -104
Centre 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Chester 72,518 45,460 -37.3
Clarion 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Clearfield 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Clinton 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Columbia 58,012 51,969 -10.4
Crawford 43,512 40,810 -6.2
Cumberland 54,387 45,460 -16.4
Dauphin 54,387 51,969 -4.4
Delaware 72,518 57,610 -20.6
Elk 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Erie 43,512 40,810 -6.2
Fayette 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Forest 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Franklin 54,387 45,460 -16.4
Fulton 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Greene 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Huntingdon 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Indiana 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Jefferson 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Juniata 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Lackawanna 68,892 60,958 -11.5
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Exhibit 66 Continued

County 2003 2018 % Change
Lancaster 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Lawrence 43,512 40,810 -6.2
Lebanon 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Lehigh 58,012 51,969 -10.4
Luzerne 58,012 51,969 -104
Lycoming 43,512 37,091 -14.8
McKean 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Mercer 43,512 40,810 -6.2
Mifflin 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Monroe 68,892 60,958 -11.5
Montgomery 72,518 45,460 -37.3
Montour 58,012 51,969 -10.4
Northampton 58,012 51,969 -10.4
Northumberland 58,012 51,969 -10.4
Perry 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Philadelphia 72,518 57,610 -20.6
Pike 58,012 51,969 -104
Potter 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Schuylkill 68,892 60,958 -11.5
Snyder 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Somerset 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Sullivan 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Susquehanna 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Tioga 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Union 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Venango 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Warren 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Washington 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Wayne 58,012 51,969 -104
Westmoreland 43,512 37,091 -14.8
Wyoming 58,012 51,969 -10.4
York 43,512 37,091 -14.8

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.
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Exhibit 67

Change in Medical Professional Liability Insurance Rates by Specialty
OB/GYN
2003 to 2018

County 2003 2018 % Change
Adams $55,821 $48,367 -13.4%
Allegheny 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Armstrong 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Beaver 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Bedford 55,821 48,367 -134
Berks 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Blair 55,821 48,367 -134
Bradford 55,821 48,367 -134
Bucks 93,033 59,555 -36.0
Butler 55,821 48,367 -134
Cambria 55,821 48,367 -134
Cameron 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Carbon 74,424 68,256 -8.3
Centre 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Chester 93,033 59,555 -36.0
Clarion 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Clearfield 55,821 48,367 -134
Clinton 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Columbia 74,424 68,256 -8.3
Crawford 55,821 53,339 -4.4
Cumberland 69,773 59,555 -14.6
Dauphin 69,773 68,256 -2.2
Delaware 93,033 75,798 -18.5
Elk 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Erie 55,821 53,339 -4.4
Fayette 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Forest 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Franklin 69,773 59,555 -14.6
Fulton 55,821 48,367 -134
Greene 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Huntingdon 55,821 48,367 -134
Indiana 55,821 48,367 -134
Jefferson 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Juniata 55,821 48,367 -134
Lackawanna 88,382 80,273 -9.2
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Exhibit 67 Continued

County 2003 2018 % Change
Lancaster 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Lawrence 55,821 53,339 -4.4
Lebanon 55,821 48,367 -134
Lehigh 74,424 68,256 -8.3
Luzerne 74,424 68,256 -8.3
Lycoming 55,821 48,367 -13.4
McKean 55,821 48,367 -134
Mercer 55,821 53,339 -4.4
Mifflin 55,821 48,367 -134
Monroe 88,382 80,273 -9.2
Montgomery 93,033 59,555 -36.0
Montour 74,424 68,256 -8.3
Northampton 74,424 68,256 -8.3
Northumberland 74,424 68,256 -8.3
Perry 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Philadelphia 93,033 75,798 -18.5
Pike 74,424 68,256 -8.3
Potter 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Schuylkill 88,382 80,273 -9.2
Snyder 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Somerset 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Sullivan 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Susquehanna 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Tioga 55,821 48,367 -134
Union 55,821 48,367 -134
Venango 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Warren 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Washington 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Wayne 74,424 68,256 -8.3
Westmoreland 55,821 48,367 -13.4
Wyoming 74,424 68,256 -8.3
York 55,821 48,367 -13.4

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.
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Affordability of Medical Professional Liability
Insurance

Affordability is a difficult term to define. What one person finds to be an
acceptable and affordable price for a good or service may not be consid-
ered acceptable and affordable to another. We chose two methods to
deal with this issue. First, the data can show us whether or not the price
for medical professional liability insurance increased or decreased over
time. The second is to compare county and specialty rates to a particular
benchmark. Because Philadelphia, Allegheny, and Lackawanna counties
are of particular concern to policymakers, we use those counties as our
benchmark by which to compare the rates of other counties later in our
analysis.

The change in the affordability of medical professional liability insurance
varied depending on county and practice specialty. For example, general
surgeons in Montgomery County saw the smallest increase in medical
professional liability insurance rates from 1996 to 2018 at 99 percent.
Doctors practicing internal medicine in eleven counties experienced an
overall rate increase of 464 percent from 1996 to 2018. See Exhibit 68.

Exhibit 68

Percent Change in Medical Malpractice Rates
High/Low Comparison
1996 to 2018

County Specialty Change
Montgomery (low) Internal Medicine 148.4%
See List¥ (high) Internal Medicine 464.0
Montgomery (low) General Surgeon 994
See List¥ (high) General Surgeon 366.0
Montgomery (low) OB/GYN 134.3
See List¥ (high) OB/GYN 4491

3 Carbon, Columbia, Dauphin, Lehigh, Luzerne, Montour, Northampton, Northumberland, Pike, Wayne, and Wyoming
Counties.

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.

As previously noted, the years 1996 to 2007 saw significant increases in
medical professional lability insurance in Pennsylvania. The most dra-
matic increase was for Internal Medicine in ten counties where rates in-
creased 626 percent over the period. The smallest increase in rates took
place in Mercer and Westmorland Counties for general surgeons — 248
percent. See Exhibit 69.
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Exhibit 69

Percent Change in Medical Malpractice Rates
High/Low Comparison
1996 to 2007

County Specialty Change
Mercer & Westmorland(low) Internal Medicine 267.3%
See List ¥ (high) Internal Medicine 540.4
Mercer & Westmorland(low) General Surgeon 247.7
See List ¥ (high) General Surgeon 534.1
Mercer & Westmorland (low) OB/GYN 298.5
See List ¥ (high) OB/GYN 626.1

?/Carbon, Columbia, Lehigh, Luzerne, Montour, Northampton, Northumberland, Pike, Wayne, and Wyoming Counties

Source: Developed by LBFC using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.

Post 2007, rates began to decline. However, as in previous periods, the
rate of decline was not shared equally across Pennsylvania’s counties or
medical specialties. Bucks, Chester, and Montgomery Montgomery
County general surgeons realized the largest decrease in rates (50 per-
cent) while Crawford, Erie, Lawrence, and Mercer County doctors practic-
ing internal medicine only saw declines of 4 percent over the period. See

Exhibit 70.
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Exhibit 70

Percent Change in Medical Malpractice Rates
High/Low Comparison

2007 to 2018

County Specialty Change
See List¥ (low) Internal Medicine -36.0%
See List® (high) Internal Medicine -4.0
See List ¥ (low) General Surgeon -49.5
See List® (high) General Surgeon -20.7
See List¥ (low) OB/GYN -30.5
See List® (high) OB/GYN -48.4

¥ Bucks, Chester, and Montgomery Counties.
b/ Crawford, Erie, Lawrence, and Mercer Counties.

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.

The time period from 2003, the year significant changes to Pennsylvania’s
laws regarding medical professional liability insurance were made,
through 2018 also show a disparate impact among counties and physi-
cian specialties. For example, general surgeons in Bucks, Chester, and
Montgomery Counties saw their rates decline by 37 percent during the
period, while doctors practicing internal medicine in Crawford, Erie, Law-
rence, and Mercer Counties saw their rates increase by 20 percent over
the same period. See Exhibit 71.

Exhibit 71

Percent Change in Medical Malpractice Rates
High/Low Comparison
2003 to 2018

County Specialty Change
See List¥ (low) Internal Medicine -21.9%
See List (high) | Internal Medicine 20.0
See List¥ (low) General Surgeon -37.3
Dauphin (high) General Surgeon -4.4
See List¥ (low) OB/GYN -36.0
Dauphin (high) OB/GYN -2.2

3 Bucks, Chester, and Montgomery Counties
b/ Crawford, Erie, Lawrence, and Mercer Counties

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.
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As previously noted, the cost of medical professional liability insurance in
Pennsylvania differs based on the risk profile of the county. See Exhibits
72, 73, and 74 for examples from various counties across the Common-
wealth.

Exhibit 72

Insurance Rates for Selected Counties Internal Medicine
1996 to 2018
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Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.
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Exhibit 73
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Insurance Rates for Selected Counties General Surgery
1996 to 2018
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Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.
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Exhibit 74

Insurance Rates for Selected Counties OB/GYN
1996 to 2018
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Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.

As shown by the Exhibits, although the cost of insurance may differ from
county to county and specialty to specialty, the general trend is remarka-
bly similar. The same holds true for other states.

We also compared Medical Liability Monitor data from eight other states
- Florida, Mississippi, Nevada, West Virginia, California, Colorado, Minne-
sota, and Montana. We chose these states based on a Federal Govern-
ment Accountability Office study from 2003 entitled Medical Malpractice
Insurance: Multiple Factors Have Contributed to Increased Premium Rates.
As shown on Exhibits 75, 76, and 77, the trend across the country is that
rates increased fairly dramatically until 2005, 2006, or 2007 depending on
the state, and then began to decline.
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Exhibit 75

Trend in Insurance Rates for Selected States Internal Medicine
1996 to 2018
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Source: Developed by LBFC staff from information provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.
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Exhibit 76

Trend in Insurance Rates for Selected States General Surgery
1996 to 2018
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Source: Developed by LBFC staff from information provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.

Page 146



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
A Study of the Impact of Venue for Medical Professional Liability Actions

Exhibit 77

Trend in Insurance Rates for Selected States OB/GYN
1996 to 2018
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Source: Developed by LBFC staff from information provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.

Select County Rates Compared to Philadelphia,
Allegheny, and Lackawanna Counties

As noted earlier, one way to measure the affordability of medical profes-
sional liability insurance is to measure the cost against a benchmark. We
chose to compare the cost of insurance in certain counties to Philadel-
phia, Allegheny, and Lackawanna Counties. For example, in Adams
County, medical professional liability insurance rates were 60 percent of
the Philadelphia rate in 2003. By 2018, that increased to 64 percent. By
that measure, only four counties saw their rates improve as a percentage
of Philadelphia rates from 2003 to 2018 and 2008 to 2018 — Bucks, Ches-
ter, Delaware, and Montgomery. See Appendix G.
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One concern of policymakers is that as medicine has become regional-
ized, doctors and hospitals will be drawn into the Philadelphia, Allegheny
or Lackawanna court systems if a hospital system has a footprint in sev-
eral counties.

For example, in 1996 hospital systems in Philadelphia had a presence in
Clarion, Centre, Franklin, Lehigh, Montgomery, and Delaware Counties.
Exhibit 78 shows three counties of concern to various stakeholders that
had a hospital system with presence in other counties.

Exhibit 78

Select Counties with Hospital Systems in Multiple Counties

1996
Health System Headquarter Counties = Counties with Health Systems Tied to Headquarter County
Clarion Centre
Philadelphia Franklin Lehigh
Montgomery Delaware
Beaver Erie
Allegheny Blair Centre
Cumberland York
Lackawanna Luzerne

Source: Developed by LBFC Staff

To determine the change in affordability of medical malpractice insur-
ance and how closely tied these counties are to either Philadelphia, Alle-
gheny, or Lackawanna counties, we calculated the OB/GYN premium for
the counties shown in Exhibit 79 above as a percent of the premium for
those counties of concern to policymakers. For example, in 1996, the
Centre County medical malpractice premium for an OB/GYN was $12,431.
The premium for an OB/GYN in Philadelphia was $25,416. Therefore, the
Centre County premium in 1996 was 49 percent of the Philadelphia rate.
The results of our calculations for 1996, 2003, and 2018 are in Exhibit 79.

The results show that for Centre, Clarion, Franklin, and Lehigh Counties,
rates were less affordable as compared to Philadelphia in 2018 than they
were in 1996 — although their rates did decline from 2003 to 2018.

That said, as a percentage of the Philadelphia rate, all four counties expe-
rienced premiums more closely tied to Philadelphia. In fact, four coun-
ties, Centre, Clarion, Franklin, and Lehigh saw their rates become more
closely aligned with the Philadelphia rate post 2003. Montgomery

Page 148




LEGISLATIVE BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
A Study of the Impact of Venue for Medical Professional Liability Actions

County experienced a small decoupling of rates, while Delaware County
realized no change.

Exhibit 79

Select County Rates as a Percentage of Philadelphia Medical Malpractice
Rate (OB/GYN)

County 1996 \ 2003 2018
Centre 48.9% | 60.0% | 63.81%
Clarion 48.9 60.0 63.81
Delaware 100.0 100.0 100.0
Franklin 48.9 75.0 78.6
Lehigh 48.9 80.0 90.05
Montgomery | 100.0 100.0 78.6

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.

For counties that have medical systems tied to Allegheny County, the re-
sults are similar. For Beaver, Blair, Centre, Cumberland, Erie, and York
Counties, OB/GYN rates either became more closely aligned to Allegheny
County rates or exceeded them. See Exhibit 80.

Exhibit 80

Select County Rates as a Percentage of Allegheny Medical Malpractice

Rate(OB/GYN)

County 1996 2003 2018
Beaver 91.22% 100.0% 100.0%
Blair 91.22 100.0 100.0
Centre 91.22 100.0 100.0
Cumberland 91.22 124.9 141.1
Erie 91.22 100.0 110.3
York 91.22 100.0 100.0

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.

Hospital systems in Lackawanna County were only present in one addi-
tional county in 1996 — Luzerne County. Again, OB/GYN rates in Luzerne
County increased as a percentage of the Lackawanna County OB/GYN
medical malpractice rate. See Exhibit 81
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Exhibit 81

Select County Rates as a Percentage of Lackawanna Medical Malpractice
Rate (OB/GYN)

County 1996 2003 2018
Luzerne | 754% | 84.2% | 85.0%

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.

By 2002, hospital systems in Philadelphia, Allegheny, and Lackawanna
Counties had continued to expand into additional counties. For example,
hospital systems in Philadelphia expanded to Lancaster, Berks, and Ches-
ter Counties. See Exhibit 82.

Exhibit 82

Additional Select Counties with Hospital Systems in Multiple Counties

2002
Health System Headquarter Counties = Counties with Health Systems Tied to Headquarter County
Lancaster Berks
Philadelphi
racelphia Chester
Berks Bedford
Alleahen Cambiria Mercer
gheny Montour Venango
Washington
Lackawanna Cambria Montour

Source: Developed by LBFC Staff.

In Berks and Lancaster Counties, rates increased as a percentage of the
Philadelphia OB/GYN rate — showing that rates post 2003 became more
closely aligned. Chester County experienced a decrease in the OB/GYN
rate as compared to Philadelphia, indicating a decoupling. See Exhibit

83.
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Exhibit 83

Select County Rates as a Percentage of Philadelphia Medical Malpractice
Rate

County 2003 2018
Berks 60.0% | 63.8%

Chester 100.0 78.6
Lancaster | 60.0 63.8

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.

Exhibit 84 shows those counties with hospital systems in Allegheny
County as well. Two counties experienced rate increases as compared to
Allegheny County — Mercer and Montour — in the period after the 2003
changes. All others remained exactly aligned with the Allegheny County
OB/GYN rate.

Exhibit 84

Select County Rates as a Percentage of Allegheny Medical Malpractice Rate

County 2003 2018
Berks 100.0% 100.0%
Bedford 100.0 100.0
Cambria 100.0 100.0
Mercer 100.0 110.3
Montour 133.3 141.1
Venango 100.0 100.0
Washington 100.0 100.0

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.

A hospital system in Lackawanna County expanded into two additional
counties by 2002. In 2003, the Cambria and Montour County OB/GYN
medical malpractice rates as a percentage of the Lackawanna County rate
were 63 and 84 percent respectively. By 2018, the Cambria County rate
decreased as a percentage of the Lackawanna County rate and the Mon-
tour County rate increased. See Exhibit 85.
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Exhibit 85

Select County Rates as a Percentage of Lackawanna Medical Malpractice
Rate

County 2003 2018
Cambria 63.2% | 60.3%
Montour | 84.2 85.0

Source: Developed by LBFC staff using PMSLIC/NORCAL rates provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.

|
B. The Impact of the Proposed Venue Rule

on the Availability, Cost, and Affordability of
Medical Professional Liability Insurance

Availability

The MCARE Act requires the JUA to offer medical professional liability
insurance to health care providers who cannot conveniently obtain medi-
cal professional liability insurance through ordinary methods. Therefore,
regardless of whether the proposed venue rule change comes to fruition,
medical professional liability insurance in Pennsylvania will continue to be
offered by the JUA.

The question then becomes, will other insurance companies continue to
make medical professional liability insurance available in Pennsylvania if
the venue rule changes? As a practical matter, the trend in the number
of insurance companies offering more than $1 million in total coverage
began prior to the effects of the MCARE act being realized. Additionally,
as noted earlier, isolating the effects caused by the change in the venue
rule from the other changes made in the MCARE act is problematic given
the number of changes made at the same time. Finally, the change in
cost of medical professional liability insurance in Pennsylvania seems to
follow the trend in other states indicating that national factors play a sig-
nificant role.

Cost

As noted earlier, the cost of medical professional liability insurance in-
creased significantly from 1996 to 2007. However, this is a trend that is
also clearly established in other states. While it is possible that the
changes in the MCARE act had an effect on the cost of insurance, given
the many changes to the law, regulations, and court rules that occurred
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at the same time, the only way to isolate the effects of venue would be to
assume that all of the other changes affected different regions and medi-
cal specialties in the same way. This is not an assumption we are com-
fortable making.’?

Affordability

Affordability is a difficult term to define. As noted earlier, what two peo-
ple, equally situated, are willing to pay for the same thing may differ
greatly. However, we did show that medical professional liability insur-
ance has become less expensive since 2008 — depending on the county in
Pennsylvania. As noted above, the benefits of the reduction in rates were
not realized equally across the state.

Also noted above, only three counties, Bucks, Delaware, and Montgom-
ery, saw their rates improve as a percentage of the rate in Philadelphia.
For example, Dauphin County premium rates for OB/GYNs were 49 per-
cent of the Philadelphia rate in 1996. By 2018, rates were 90 percent of
the Philadelphia rate. Put another way, the affordability of rates in 64 of
Pennsylvania’s counties improved less than the affordability in three
Pennsylvania counties. By that measure, rates are less affordable as com-
pared to Philadelphia than they were in 1996.

Additionally, those counties tied to Philadelphia, Allegheny, and Lacka-
wanna Counties because of hospital system expansion saw their OB/GYN
medical malpractice rates increase as a percentage of their respective
county rates. This indicates that rather than a decoupling of rates, they
became more closely aligned over time.

123 See section | for further explanation.
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SECTION VIII
JUA CLAIMS AND PAYMENTS

Fast Facts... Overview

 JUA direct premiums We were asked to provide a history of premiums earned, and losses in-
decll?ed b)z/g§3per- curred, by the Pennsylvania Professional Liability Joint Underwriting As-
;%T7 rom e sociation (JUA) from 2003 through the present. The JUA is a non-profit

association established in the Medical Care Availability and Reduction of
Error Act (MCARE) to offer medical professional liability insurance cover-

% JUA payments made ing the provision of health care services in Pennsylvania.
to claimants de-

creased by 90 per-
cent during the same

period. A. Information regarding the market share, premium amounts, and
claims paid by the JUA from the Pennsylvania Insurance Depart-
ment (Department) Annual Statistical Report.

To accomplish this task, we reviewed the following:

We found:

A. Premiums earned by the JUA decreased significantly from 2003
to 2017.

B. Payments made to claimants declined from $21 million to $2 mil-
lion over the same period.

Issue Areas

I
A.JUA Premiums

The Pennsylvania Professional Liability Joint Underwriting Association
saw a decrease in premiums earned from 2003 to 2017. In 2003, the di-
rect premiums earned by the JUA totaled $38.6 million. By 2017, that
number declined to $3 million. See Exhibit 86.
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Exhibit 86

JUA Direct Premiums
2003 to 2017
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Source: Developed by LBFC staff from information provided by the Pennsylvania Department of Insurance.

|
B. JUA Losses (Payments Made to

Claimants)

The losses (payments made to claimants) incurred by the JUA declined
from $21 million in 2000 to $2 million in 2017. See Exhibit 87.
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Exhibit 87

JUA Direct Losses#
2003 to 2017
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Direct losses incurred are at times negative. This is because the number includes the incurred losses from the pre-
sent year and the reserves for losses from previous years. If the claims results from previous years are sufficiently
good, companies reduces the reserves they carry for the previous years. In some cases, this reduction can be more
than the incurred losses for the current year resulting in a negative number on an annual basis.

Source: Developed by LBFC staff from information provided by the Pennsylvania Department of Insurance.

The data does not lead to a conclusion regarding the affect the venue
change in isolation had or will have on rates.
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SECTION IX
APPENDICES

Appendix A — Senate Resolution 2019-20

FRINTER'S NO. 155

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 20 “%%°

INTRODUCED BY BAKER, SCARNATI, CORMAN, LANGERHOLC, HUTCHINSOM,
MENSCH, J. WARD, REGAN, YAW, MARTIN, BARTOLOTTA, ALLOWAY,
DiSANTO, FOLMER, WHITE, LAUGHLIN, BROOKS, AUMENT AND KILLION,
FEBRUARY 1, 2019

REFERRED TO JUDICIARY, FEBRUARY 1, 2019

A RESOLUTION

1 Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to

b conduct a study of the impact of wenue for medical

3 professional liability actions on access to medical care and
4 maintenance of health care systems in this Commonwealth and
5 requesting that the Pennsylvania Supreme Court delay action
6 on the proposed amendment to PFa.R.C.P. HNo. 1006.

7 WHEREAS, The Commonwealth faced a medical malpractice crisis

8 im 2002; and

9 WHEREAS, The Project on Medical Liability in Pennsylwvania
10 {project}, funded by The Pew Charitable Trusts, reported in 2003
11 that Philadelphia County and Allegheny County ranked high in
12 malpractice filings per population among 45 large counties
13 across the United States as surveyed by Federal officials in

14 15%2 and 199%6; and

15 WHEREAS, The rate in Allegheny County, which includes the

16 City of Pittsburgh, was more than 50% above the national median;
17 and

18 WHEREAS, The rate in Philadelphia County, which includes the

1% City of Philadelphia, was more than double the national median;
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1 and
2 WHEREAS, Payouts in Pennsylvania were higher than in any
3 neighboring state; and
4 WHEREAS, Payouts in Pennsylvania were nearly one-third above
5 the national average; and
& WHEREAS, In contrast, payouts in California were more than
7 one-third below the national average; and
8 WHEREAS, The rising cost of legal claims was the greatest
% component affecting affordability of liability coverage; and
10 WHEREAS, The project further reported that Pennsylvania
11 exceeded the national average for legal costs because of high
12 claims rates and payouts; and
13 WHEREAS, Flaintiffs were twice as likely to win jury trials
14 in the City of Philadelphia as in the rest of the country, and a
15 substantial percentage of cases there resulted in verdicts
16 greater than 51 million; and
17 WHEREAS, A 2003 Pennsylvania Medical Society report on the
18 Pennsylvania medical liability crisis found that practitioners
1% were leaving the State or retiring early due to availahility and
20 affordability issues when obtaining medical liability coverage;
21 and
22 WHEREAS, The report further stated that new practitioners
23 were choosing to practice elsewhere when faced with the same
24 conditions; and
25 WHEREAS, Pennsylvania was on a precipice of adverse events in
26 patient care as physicians scaled back their practices to
27 exclude obstetric deliveries and surgeries and as the number of
28 =specialists in general surgery, neurosurgery, orthopedic surgery
29 and obstetrics decreased; and

30 WHEREAS, To address the medical malpractice crisis, the

201905R0020PN0155 -2 -
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1 General Assembly passed Act 13 of 2002, known as the Medical

2 Care Availability and Reduction of Error (Mcare) Act {Act 13};
3 and

4 WHEREAS, Section 102 of Act 13 sets forth the following:

5 The General Assembly finds and declares as follows:

& (1) It i=s the purpose of this act to ensure that medical
7 care is available in this Commonwealth through a

8 comprehensive and high-quality health care system.

9 (2) Access to a full spectrum of hospital services and
10 to highly trained physicians in all specialties must be
11 available across this Commonwealth.
12 {(3) To maintain this system, medical professional
13 liability insurance has to be obtainable at an affordable and
14 reascnable cost in every gecgraphic region of thia
15 Commonwealth.
16 {(4) A person who has sustained injury or death as a

17 result of medical negligence by a health care provider must
18 be afforded a prompt determination and fair compensation.

19 {5) Ewvery effort must be made to reduce and eliminate
20 medical errors by identifying problems and implementing
21 solutions that promote patient safety.
22 (6) Recognition and furtherance of all of these elements
23 is essential to the public health, safety and welfare of all
24 the citizens of Pennsylvania;
25 and
26 WHEREAS, Section 514(a) of Act 13 sets forth the following:
27 (a) Declaration of policy.--The General Assembly further
28 recognizes that recent changes in the health care delivery
2% system have necessitated a revamping of the corporate structure
30 for various medical facilities and hospitals across this
201505R0020PN0155 -3 -
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1 Commonwealth. This has unduly expanded the reach and scope of

2 existing venue rules. Training of new physicians in many

3 geographic regions has also been severely restricted by the

4 resultant expansion of venue applicability rules. These

53 physicians and health care institutions are essential to

& maintaining the high guality of health care that our citizens

7 have come to expect;

8 and

g WHEREAS, Section 514(h) of Act 13 established the Interbranch
10 Commission on Venue {Commission} for actions relating to medical
11 professional liability; and

12 WHEREAS, Under Act 13, the Commission conzists of

13 representatives of the executive, judicial and legislative

14 branches of State government; and

15 WHEREAS, Act 13 charged the Commission with reviewing and

16 analyzing the issue of wvenue as it relates to medical

17 professiconal liability actions filed in this Commonwealth; and
18 WHEREAS, Act 13 further charged the Commission with reporting
19 its findings and recommendations for legislative action or
20 promulgation of court rules on venue to the General Assembly and
21 the Pennsylvania Supreme Court; and
22 WHEREAS, The Commission issued its report on August B, 2002;
23 and
24 WHEREAS, & majority of Commission members recommended "that
25 wenue be limited in medical professional liability actions to a
26 county where a cause of acticon arose or where a transaction or
27 woccurrence took place out of which a cause of action arose";
28 and
29 WHEREAS, The General Assembly, in keeping with the
30 Commission's report, passed Act 127 of 2002 {Act 127}; and
201505R0020PND155 -4 -
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1 WHEREAS, Act 127 provided that, as a matter of public policy,
2 there existed a need to change venue requirements for medical

3 professipnal liability actions; and

4 WHEREAS, &Act 127 added 42 Pa.C.S. § 5101.1, providing in

5 part:

& (b} General rule.--Notwithstanding any other provision to

7 the contrary, a medical professional liability action may be

8 brought against a health care provider for a medical

5 professional liability claim only in the county in which the
10 cause of action arose;
11 and
12 WHEREAS, On January 27, 2003, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court
13 modified Pa.R.C.P. No. 1006, relating to venue, by adding the
14 following subdivision:
15 (a.1l) Except as otherwise provided by subdivision (c), a
16 medical professional 1liability action may be brought against a
17 health care provider for a medical professional liability claim
18 only in a county in which the cause of action arose. This

1% provision does not apply to a cause of action that arises
20 outside the Commonwealth;
21 and
22 WHEREAS, Changes governing wvenue in medical professional
23 liability actions have been in place, largely without further
24 modification, for more than 15 years; and
25 WHEREAS, The medical malpractice crisis which existed in
26 Pennsylvania in 2002 has abated; and
27 WHEREAS, On December 22, 2018, the Civil Procedural Rules
28 Committee published notice in the Pennsylwania Bulletin that it
29 intends to propose to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court a change to
30 Pa.R.C.P. No. 1006 eliminating the proviszion for wvenue in
201505R0020PND1SS -5 -

Page 163



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
A Study of the Impact of Venue for Medical Professional Liability Actions

1 medical malpractice liabhility actions as that provision "no

2 longer appears warranted"; and

3 WHEREAS, The Senate notes that it is important to determine
4 the extent to which wenue provisions adopted more than 15 years
5 ago have alleviated Pennsylvania's medical malpractice crisis;
& and

7 WHEREAS, The Senate further notes that it is important to

8 determine the effects of rescinding the wvenue provisions;

% therefore be it
10 RESOLVED, That the Senate direct the Legislatiwve Budget and
11 Finance Committee to conduct a study of the impact of venue for
12 medical professional liability actions on access to medical care
13 and maintenance of health care systems in this Commonwealth; and
14 be it further
15 RESOLVED, That the study include an assessment the effects of
164 the 2003 changes governing venue in medical professional

17 liability actions on the following:

18 (1) availability of medical care in this Commonwealth;
19 (2) availability of, and access to, a full spectrum of
20 hospital services and highly trained physicians in all
21 specialties across this Commonwealth:
22 {3) availabhility, cost and affordability of medical
23 professional liability insurance in every geographic region
24 of this Commonwealth;
25 (4) prompt determination of, and fair compensation for,
26 injuries and death resulting from medical negligence by
27 health care providers in Pennsylvania;
28 and be it further
29 RESOLVED, That the study include an assessment of the likely
30 impact of the Civil Procedural Rules Committee proposed
201905R0020PN0155 -6 =

Page 164



LEGISLATIVE BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
A Study of the Impact of Venue for Medical Professional Liability Actions

1 amendment to Pa.R.C.F. No. 1006 on the matters enumerated above;
2 and be it further
3 RESOLVED, That the study include a history of claims made to,
4 and payouts made by, the Pennsylvania Professional Liability
5 Joint Underwriting Association from 2002 through the present:
& and be it further
T RESOLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee
8 hold at least one public hearing prior to preparing its report
9 and accept testimony from affected parties, including, but not
10 limited to, representatives of the health care industry, the
11 insurance industry and the legal community; and be it further
12 RESOLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee
13 report its findings to the General Assembly no later than
14 Janunary 1, 2020; and be it further
15 RESOLVED, That the Senate request that the Pennsylvania
16 Supreme Court delay action on the proposed amendment to
17 Pa.R.C.P. No. 1006 until the Legislative Budget and Finance
18 Committee submits its report to the General Assembly; and be it
19 further
20 RESOLVED, That the Secretary of the Senate transmit duly
21 eertified copies of this resolution te the Justices of the
22 Pennsylvania Supreme Court and the members of the Ciwvil

23 Procedural Rules Committee.

201905RO020PN0155 - -
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MATZUS|LAW

TRUSTED, PROVEN. RESUDLTS.

310 Grant Strect, Suite 3210
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
www.MatzusLaw.com AX2-206-5300 Jasen@@MatzusLaw . com

December 1, 2017

David Kwass, Esquire

Chair, Civil Procedure Rules Committee
Pennsyivania Judicial Center

601 Commonwealth Avenue

Suite 6200

Harrisburg, PA 17106

Dear Mr. Qwass:

I write to respectfully request that the Rules Committee consider a rule change to return
the venue rules to their pre-2003 status when medical malpractice defendants were subject to the
exact same venue rules as all other non-governmental defendants, This rule change would be
accomplished by eliminating Pa. R.C.P. 1006(a.1).

A Brief History of the Impetus Behind Special Venue Privileges for Malpractice
Defendants

As the Rules Committee may be aware, circa 2000, there were significant lobbying efforts
by various special interest groups to enact wide-ranging “tort reform™ measures to combat an
alleged medical malpractice “crisis.” Without regard to the validity of the “crisis,” various
legislative and judicial reforms were enacted, including the passage of Act 13 of 2002 (MCARE
Act). These changes included the reduction in the amount of coverage required by physicians from
1.2 million to 1 million dollars, the elimination of the collateral source rule, abrogation of joint
liability, reduction to present worth for future earnings losses, and periodic payments of future
medical and personal care expenses that are extinguished upon the death of the malpractice victim.
As you no doubt appreciate, these changes, by design, significantly reduced the financial exposure
of malpractice defendants. Additionally, in 2003, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court adopted rule
changes that placed limitations on the plaintiff’s choice of venue by requiring that medical
malpractice cases be filed in the county where the alleged malpractice arose, and that medical
malpractice cases be filed with a Certificate of Merit from a physician stating that there is a
reasonable probability that a medical malpractice defendant deviated from the accepted standard
of medical care which caused the plaintiff harm. In short, various legislative and judicial reform
measures were enacted that created special rules for medical malpractice defendants that treated
them more favorably (i.e, privileged) than other ¢ivil defendants.
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Empirical Data Refutes Any Suggestion That Special Venue Rules Are Necessary for
Medical Malpractice Defendants

While there may have been “room for debate” concerning the need for special venue rules
for medical malpractice defendants in the early 2000s, there is absolutely no room for debate now,
and hasn’t been for quite some time. For example, in 2011, no less an authority than then-Chief
Justice Ronald Castille laid to rest any such notion when he publicly declared the following:

Pennsylvania’s judiciary collaboratively addressed a complex medical malpractice
litigation crisis, and the latest figures show the progress made in the last seven
years. One of our fundamental priorities is to assure the Commonwealth’s citizens
that the legal process will not be abused in malpractice cases. We're very
encouraged by these statistics. The crisis is over.!

Again, Chief Justice Castille’s comment was from 2011, Since then, a brief review of the
data compiled by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court makes it more irrefutable that special venue
rules are no longer necessary.

Overall, there has been a 43.6% decrease in medical malpractice filings in the past 15 years,
down from 2,733 in 2000-2002 to 1,541 in 2016.2 In Philadelphia County alone, Pennsylvania’s
largest county, there has been a 68.6% decrease in medical malpractice filings over that same time
period, from 1,204 to 378.% Allegheny County, Pennsylvania’s second-largest county, witnessed a
decrease of 31.6% over that same period, from 396 to 271 filings.* Likewise, payouts by MCARE,
the excess insurer for all Pennsylvania physicians and hospitals, have decreased by 54% from
$378,720,772 in 2003 to $173,955,487 in 2016.°

Moreover, the data further reveals that very few cases that go to trial are decided in the
plaintiff’s favor. Statewide, in 2016, 110 medical malpractice cases were tried to verdict, and
84.5% were defense verdicts;® in 2015, 78.4% of the 102 medical malpractice cases tried to verdict

! Jeff Blumenthal, Medical malpractice filings lowest in a decade in Phila., PHILADELPHIA
BUSINESS JOURNAL (May 18, 2011) (emphasis added).

2 Pennsylvania Medical Malpractice Case Filings, http://www.pacourts.us/assets/files/setting-
2929/file-6330.pdf?cb=5faad4.

3 1d.

*Id.

5 Pennsylvania Insurance Department, Medical Care Availability and Reduction of Error Fund
2016 Annual Report, hitp://www.insurance.pa.gov/Mcare%20Documents/2016%20Report.pdf.
¢ Pennsylvania Medical Malpractice Statistics, http://www.pacourts.us/news-and-
statistics/research-and-statistics/medical-malpractice-statistics.
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were defense verdicts;” in 2014, 82% were defense verdicts; and in 2013, 77.3% of such cases
were defense verdicts.®

Even without traditional damage caps in place in Pennsylvania, statutory and rule changes
in 2002 and 2003 have combined to have a significant chilling effect on medical malpractice claims
and payments. One significant impediment to pursuing viable medical malpractice claims occurs
because of the special venue rules currently in place. As you no doubt can appreciate, in some
counties in Pennsylvania, there is a significant hardship in requiring a plaintiff to sue a malpractice
defendant only where the cause of action arose when the malpractice defendant transacts business
in other counties. For example, in many counties, the hospital or healthcare system may be the
county’s largest employer. Therefore, it becomes difficult, if not impossible, to seat an impartial
jury in these counties as some jurors invariably depend on the hospital for healthcare or
employment, and/or have close relationships with those that do.

For example, while Pittsburgh is certainly no haven for malpractice victims, as only 5 out
of 53, or 9% of plaintiffs won their malpractice case in Allegheny county between 2012 and 2016,
plaintiffs fare even worse in the surrounding counties.’ In Armstrong, Beaver, Butler, Fayette,
Washington and Westmoreland counties, plaintiffs won only 2 out of 30 cases, an abysmal 6.6%,
over that same timeframe.'° Thus, over the course of five years in western Pennsylvania, patients
only won 7 out of 85 cases, a “batting average” of .082. In essence, malpractice defendants have
pitched the litigation equivalent of a “no hitter” over the past five years in western Pennsylvania.

There has also been a national decrease in claims paid by or on behalf of physicians. From
the years 1992-1996 to 2009-2014, the most recent data available indicates that the rate of paid
claims decreased by 55.7% nationally.!! According to one study, the number of paid claims per
physician career has dropped from 1.05 in 1992 to 0.45 in 2012.'? Thus, the average physician will
never be involved in a medical malpractice claim that results in the payment of money.

Unfortunately, the decreases in medical malpractice claims, payments and insurance rates
cannot be attributed to higher-quality health care.'* A recent study from researchers at Johns
Hopkins estimates that 251,454 deaths stem from preventable medical errors each year, or 9.5%
of all annual deaths in the US, making preventable medical errors the 3™ leading cause of death in

71d.

8 1d.

? Pennsylvania Medical Malpractice Statistics, http://www.pacourts.us/news-and-
statistics/research-and-statistics/medical-malpractice-statistics.

1044,

11 Adam Schaffer, Rates and Characteristics of Paid Malpractice Claims Among US Physicians
by Specialty, 1992-2014, JAMA INTERNAL MEDICINE, May 2017 at 713.

12 Myungho Paik, Bernard S. Black, David A. Hyman, The Receding Tide of Medical
Malpractice Litigation Part 1: National Trends, 10 JOURNAL OF EMPIRICAL STUDIES, 2013, at p.
617.

13 Adam Schaffer, Rates and Characteristics of Paid Malpractice Claims at 714.
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the country.* While insurance companies suggest that damage caps and other tort reform measures
reduce the cost of health care, empirical studies reveal the opposite -- that these practices have
little to no effect on healthcare costs.'1¢ The entire cost of the malpractice system is estimated to
be less than 1% of total healthcare costs nationwide,!” with some studies indicating that medical
malpractice payments are as low as 0.1% of total healthcare costs,

If medical malpractice defendants played by the same venue rules as other non-
governmental defendants, it would be possible to sue a malpractice defendant in other counties in
which one or more of the malpractice defendants regularly conducts business. Also, under the
current rules, any defendant, including a medical malpractice defendant, has a remedy available if
that defendant believes that the venue (county) in which the defendant has been sued is
inconvenient and another more appropriate forum exists. Thus, a special venue rule for malpractice
defendants necessarily implies that the current rules regarding forum non-conveniens are deficient.
Yet, they work well for every other class of defendant,

Special Rules for Malpractice Defendants Result in a Transfer Tax to Pennsylvania
Taxpayers

The combined cumulative effect of these changes has resulted in an approximate 50%
decrease in the number of lawsuits filed and a 50% decrease in the amount of claim payments.
But, every action has an equal and opposite reaction. To wit, the decrease in claims filed and
payouts made results in far fewer fairly compensated victims of medical negligence. For each
uncompensated or undercompensated victim of medical negligence, a societal “transfer tax”
occurs which results in the transfer of the costs of medical negligence from the legally responsible
parties (malpractice defendants) to the taxpayers of Pennsylvania. Importantly, when a victim of
medical negligence is uncompensated or undercompensated, the cost for providing care and
treatment to that victim in the future is not extinguished. Rather, those costs are borne by various
governmental benefit programs, all of which are ultimately paid for and subsidized by
Pennsylvania taxpayers,

14 Michael Daniel, Study Suggests Medical Errors Now Third Leading Cause of Death in the
U.S., Jouns HorKINS MEDICINE (May 3, 2016) (although estimates vary, this study indicates that
251,454 deaths stem from medical error annually, 9.5% of all annual deaths in the U.S.).

15 Adam Schaffer, Rates and Characteristics of Paid Malpractice Claims at 714

18 Myungho Paik, Bernard Black, David A. Hyman, Damage caps and defensive medicine,
revisited, J. of Health Econ. 2017, (finding that tort reform has no impact on Medicare Part A
reimbursement costs, and may in fact increase Medicare Part B costs).

17 Andrew Friedson, Medical Malpractice Damage Caps and Provider Reimbursement, HEALTH
Econ, 2017.

Page 170




David Kwass, Esquire
December 1, 2017
Page 5

Special Rules Privileging Medical Malpractice Defendants are Repugnant to Equality
Under Law

As a society, we are all bound on equal terms by a common set of rules. One of the bedrock
principles of our justice system is equality under the law. Our founding fathers recognized that the
very legitimacy of our constitutional democracy demands the veneration of this principle and
requires that all people, especially the financially and politically powerful, be bound by it. This
core concept has been enshrined and revered throughout the development of American
jurisprudence. Our progress as a society, in our continuing effort to perfect our imperfect union.
has often been measured by our adherence to it. Special rules privileging medical malpractice
defendants are repugnant to equality under the law.

The Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure should create “fairness of process™ and be
“agnostic to outcome.” Special venue rules for malpractice defendants are corrosive to this
principle. They were adopted because of perceived inequalities in outcomes for one class of
defendants, and their continued existence is antithetical to “fairness of process.” Thus, to the extent
that adherence to equality under the law is a barometer of progress, Rule 1006(a.1) is a significant
step backwards. Fear of “venue shopping.” or other similar “abuse of the rules,” is a poor excuse
to continue to condone special venue rules benefitting a special class of litigants.

For all these reasons, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court should amend the venue rules that
were enacted in 2003 concerning medical malpractice defendants. Malpractice victims and
malpractice defendants should play by the same rules as all other tort victims and defendants.
Medical malpractice cases should be permitted to be filed in a county in which one or more of the
defendants regularly conducts business. That’s the rule for every other civil defendant, including
motor vehicle defendants, premises liability defendants, contractual and commercial defendants,
and in virtually all other civil cases. Respectfully, it is difficult to imagine any legitimate basis for
the continuation of Rule 1006(a.1) as there is simply no empirical data which supports the need
for special rules for medical malpractice defendants

In closing, I thank the Committee for consideration of this important issue.
Very truly yours,
MATZUS LAW, LL.C
v il
.‘/‘ ’!‘ I -
\ C,\/i,_@zp\b [Cl/tlqu
Jason E. Matzus

JEM/tl
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Appendix C — Public Hearing Participants

The following stakeholders provided testimony at the LBFC public hearings:

Patients
e Patient Safety Authority
Providers
e Hospital and Healthsystem Association of Pennsylvania
e Pennsylvania Medical Society
Attorneys
e Pennsylvania Association for Justice

e Pennsylvania Bar Association
June 26, 2019

Insurers
e Insurance Federation of Pennsylvania
Medical Colleges
e University of Pennsylvania
e Lake Erie College of Medicine
e Pennsylvania State University, College of Medicine

Source: LBFC public hearings held June 25 and 26, 2019.
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L
Appendix D — General Acute Care Hospitals: Total Number of the

49 Selected Services Available by Facility and County from the
Annual Hospital Questionnaires

Alleghany FY 1996-97 @ FY 2003-04 ‘ CY 2018 ‘
Alleghany General Hospital 41 39 25
Alleghany Valley Hospital 15 14 22
Forbes Hospital 26 29 27
Heritage Valley--Sewickley 30 30 32
Jefferson Hospital 26 29 31
Ohio Valley General Hospital 19 20 25
St Clair Memorial Hospital 26 29 31
UPMC East - - 24
UPMC McKeesport 20 27 29
UPMC Mercy 32 31 33
UPMC Passavant 25 32 30
UPMC Presbyterian-Shadyside - 43 43
UPMC ST Margaret 24 27 26
West Penn Hospital 28 31 34

Reading Hospital

34

35

39

St Joseph Medical Center

29

30

30

Nanson Hospital 20 21 20
Tyrone Hospital 21 19 15
UPMC Altoona 32 32 32

Doylestown Hospital 28 30 27
Grandview Hospital 23 24 30
Lower Bucks Hospital 24 24 21
ST Luke's Quakertown Hospital 16 24 27
ST Mary Medical Center 28 28 27
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Appendix D Continued

Cambria

FY 1996-97 FY 2003-04 ‘ CY 2018 ‘

Conemaugh Memorial Medical Center 29 28 32
Conemaugh Medical Center 26 26 26
Carbon ‘ ‘
Blue Mountain Hospital 21 23 28
Centre ‘ ‘
Mount Nittany Medical Center 26 27 28
Clinton ‘ ‘
Bucktail Medical Center 11 17 7
UPMC Susquehanna-Lock Haven 19 18 18

Penn Highlands Elk

Milton S. Hershey Medical Center 40 37 38
UPMC Pinnacle Hospital 34 36 29
Delaware ‘ ‘
Crozer-Chester Medical Center 35 32 35
Delaware County Memorial Hospital 26 30 23
Mercy Fitzgerald Hospital 29 31 25
Riddle Memorial Hospital 22 23 30

16 19 21

Corry Memorial Hospital 18 21 18
Millcreek Community Hospital 18 20 22
Saint Vincent Health Center 31 31 29
UPMC Hamot 32 27 34
Fayette ‘ ‘
Highlands Hospital 21 19 21
Uniontown Hospital 22 25 25
Lackawanna ‘ ‘
Geisinger-Community Medical Center 31 30 22
Moses Taylor Hospital 23 26 20
Regional Hospital of Scranton 26 29 21
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Appendix D Continued

Lackawanna

FY 1996-97 FY 2003-04 ‘ CY 2018 ‘

Ephrata Community Hospital 26 26 27
Lancaster General Hospital 34 33 32
UPMC Pinnacle Lancaster - 25 23
UPMC Pinnacle Lititz 26 20 29
Lawrence ‘
Ellwood City Medical Center 27 18 26
UPMC Jameson 27 31 26

Lehigh Valley Hospital 38 39 40
ST. Luke's Hospital Bethlehem 35 36 37
ST. Luke's Hospital Sacred Heart Campus 32 29 24
Surgical Specialty Hospital-Coordinated Health - - 13

Geisinger Wyoming Valley Medical Center 22 27 26
Lehigh Valley Hospital-Hazelton Campus 20 20 21
Wilkes-Barre General Hospital 28 29 30
Lycoming ‘
Geisinger Jersey Shore Hospital 13 17 17
Muncy Valley Hospital 19 19 15
Williamsport Regional Medical Center 24 23 33

Edgewood Surgical Hospital - 6 10
Grove City Medical Center 20 21 20
Sharon Regional Health System 32 31 31
UPMC Horizon 27 25 27

Lehigh Valley Hospital-Pocono 21 19 32
ST. Luke's Hospital -Monroe Campus - - 19
Northampton ‘
Easton Hospital 24 28 30
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Appendix D Continued

Philadelphia FY 1996-97  FY 2003-04 \ CY 2018 \
Albert Einstein Medical Center 25 36 38
Chestnut Hill Hospital 19 23 22
Eastern Regional Medical Center - - 23
Hahnemann University Hospital 37 37 36
Hospital of the University of PA 39 37 37
Jeanes Hospital 20 22 24
Jefferson Health Northeast 26 34 30
Kensington Hospital 11 9 17
Mercy Philadelphia Hospital 25 26 26
Nazareth Hospital 25 26 27
Penn Presbyterian Medical Center 27 25 32
Pennsylvania Hospital of Univ. of PA Hlth System 33 32 24
Roxborough Memorial Hospital 22 23 19
Temple University Hospital 39 38 40
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital 36 38 39
Schuylkill

- 21
ST. Luke's Miners Memorial Hospital 23 23 24
Westmoreland ‘ ‘
Excela Health Frick Hospital 24 21 20
Excela Health Latrobe Hospital 29 29 25
Excela Health Westmoreland Regional Hospital 31 31 29

Source: Developed by LBFC staff from information obtained from PDH Annual Hospital Questionnaire.
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L
Appendix E —Five Highest Medical Malpractice Payout States:

Medical Malpractice, Statutory Provisions~

DETET[]

Award/Limi

Limits on
Attorney Fees

Periodic
Payments

Patient Com-
pensation or

Medical or Peer
Review Panels

t or Cap Injury Fund
New York" No applica- | Jud. 30 §474-a. | Civil Practice Public Health No statute pro-
ble statute. Law and §2999-G et seq. vided specific to
Rules medical liabil-
§5031 et ity/malpractice
seq. cases.
Pennsylvania” No limita- Limits de- Title 40 Title 40 63 §425.1 et
tions. clared uncon- | §1303.501 et | §1303.712. Med- | seq. Peer review
stitutional by seq. ical Care Availa- protection
state Supreme bility and Re-
Court (see duction of Error
Heller v. Fund.
Frankston, 475
A.2d 1291 (Pa.
1984).
Florida Title XLV Fla. Atty. Con- Title XLV Title XLV Torts. Title XXIX Public
Torts. duct Reg. §4- Torts. §766.105,; Health. §395.0193,;
§766.118,; 1.5 §768.77; §766.301 et seq. Title XLV Torts.
§768.73. §768.78. Peer review;
§766.101.
California® Civil Code Business and Civil Proce- | None provided. | Business & Profes-
§3333.2 Professions dure §667.7. sions Code §805 et
§6146. seq. ; Evidence
Code §1157 et seq.
New Jersey"” Title 2A Court Rules No applica- | None provided.
§2A:15-5.14. §1:21-7. ble statute. Title 2A §2A:84A-
22.10. Professional
review committees

Note:

a/ "Medical Liability/Medical Malpractice Laws (incorporates 2011 enactments).” National Conference of State Legisla-
tures. (Last Updated: August 15, 2011). http://www.ncsl.org/research/financial-services-and-commerce/medical-liabil-
ity-medical-malpractice-laws.aspx.
b/ https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation
¢/ https://Idpcé.legis.state.pa.us/LDPNet/Legislation/ and http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/
d/ http://www.leg.state.fl.us
e/ https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/home.xhtml
f/ https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/
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Appendix F — National Practitioner Data Bank (NPDB)—Median

and Mean Medical Malpractice Payment Delay, in Years, Be-
tween Incidents and Payment, by Jurisdiction, 2003 to 2012~

Median Rank

Median Delay Mean Delay

2012 | 2003-2012 | 2012 | 2003-2012 | 2012 | 2003-2012

Alabama 17 17 4.1 4.1 5 4.5
Alaska 14 36 4.4 36 44 53
Arizona 25 33 3.9 37 4 4

Arkansas 23 35 4 37 54 4.2
California 50 51 2.8 2.7 33 32
Colorado 49 50 32 3.1 33 35
Connecticut 8 7 5.5 5.1 5.9 54
Delaware 45 26 33 38 35 43
District of Columbia | 20 23 4 3.9 5.5 45
Florida 47 32 32 37 37 4.1
Georgia 33 28 3.7 3.8 4 43
Hawaii 3 15 5.9 4.2 5.6 43
Idaho 43 31 33 37 3.8 4.2
lllinois 7 5 5.6 53 6 5.8
Indiana 5 1 5.8 6 6 6.3
lowa 39 45 34 34 36 3.8
Kansas 32 40 3.7 35 4.6 3.9
Kentucky 44 24 3.3 39 4.1 4.5
Louisiana 2 4 5.9 53 7 6

Maine 37 13 3.6 4.2 4 4.8
Maryland 16 18 41 4.1 43 43
Massachusetts 6 2 57 6 6 6.1
Michigan 31 25 3.7 3.9 43 43
Minnesota 24 47 4 34 4.1 3.8
Mississippi 1 12 6.1 43 7.6 5.2
Missouri 34 22 3.7 39 5 4.4
Montana 42 38 33 3.6 6.2 4.1
Nebraska 21 19 4 4 39 43
Nevada 22 10 4 4.5 43 4.7
New Hampshire 36 16 3.7 4.1 3.8 44
New Jersey 10 8 5 5.1 5.5 5.9
New Mexico 12 21 4.5 39 44 4

New York 9 6 5.4 5.2 6 5.8
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Appendix F Continued

Median Rank Median Delay Mean Delay

State 2012 | 2003-2012 | 2012 | 2003-2012 | 2012 | 2003-2012
North Carolina 18 27 4.1 3.8 45 43
North Dakota 27 43 3.9 35 36 3.6
Ohio 46 37 3.2 3.6 4.1 44
Oklahoma 18 34 4.1 37 4.8 4.2
Oregon 47 49 3.2 3.2 3.9 3.5
Pennsylvania 11 9 4.7 4.8 5.4 5.6
Rhode Island 3 3 5.9 5.8 5.9 6
South Carolina 13 11 44 44 4.8 4.8
South Dakota 51 48 2.5 32 32 37
Tennessee 26 29 3.9 3.8 44 43
Texas 38 46 34 34 39 3.8
Utah 30 30 3.7 37 43 4.1
Vermont 29 20 3.8 4 3.5 4.5
Virginia 15 44 4.3 34 6.6 4.3
Washington 28 38 3.8 3.6 4.2 3.9
West Virginia 41 41 34 35 3.7 4
Wisconsin 40 14 3.4 42 3.9 4.5
Wyoming 35 42 37 35 4.2 37

Note:

a/National Practitioner Data Bank, 2072 Annual Report, February 2014. U.S. Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices, Health Resources and Services Administration, Bureau of Health Professions, Division of Practitioner Data Banks.
Mean delay in years. Median and Mean Medical Malpractice Payment Delay, in Years, Between Incident and Payment,
by Jurisdiction, 2003 to 2012.

Source: Developed by LBFC staff from information obtained from NPDB.
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Appendix G — County Rates Compared to Philadelphia

County 2003 2008 2018 PLVER ({1 [i}] ‘ 2008 to 2018

Adams 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Allegheny 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Armstrong 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Beaver 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Bedford 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Berks 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Blair 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Bradford 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Bucks 93,033 85,642 59,555
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

100.00% 92.83% 78.57% -21.43% -14.26%
Butler 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Cambria 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Cameron 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
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Appendix G Continued

County 2003 2008 2018 2003 to 2008 2008 to 2018
Carbon 74,424 72,844 68,256
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

80.00% 78.95% 90.05% 10.05% 11.10%
Centre 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Chester 93,033 85,642 59,555
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

100.00% 92.83% 78.57% -21.43% -14.26%
Clarion 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Clearfield 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Clinton 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Columbia 74,424 72,844 68,256
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

80.00% 78.95% 90.05% 10.05% 11.10%
Crawford 55,821 51,662 53,339
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 70.37% 10.37% 14.37%
Cumberland 69,773 63,577 59,555
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

75.00% 68.91% 78.57% 3.57% 9.66%
Dauphin 69,773 72,844 68,256
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

75.00% 78.95% 90.05% 15.05% 11.10%
Delaware 93,033 92,261 75,798
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 0.00% 0.00%
Elk 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Erie 55,821 51,662 53,339
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 70.37% 10.37% 14.37%
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Appendix G Continued

County 2003 2008 2018 2003 to 2008 ‘ 2008 to 2018
Fayette 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Forest 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Franklin 69,773 63,577 59,555
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

75.00% 68.91% 78.57% 3.57% 9.66%
Fulton 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Greene 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Huntingdon 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Indiana 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Jefferson 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Juniata 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Lackawanna 88,382 85,642 80,273
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

95.00% 92.83% 105.90% 10.90% 13.08%
Lancaster 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Lawrence 55,821 51,662 53,339
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 70.37% 10.37% 14.37%
Lebanon 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
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County 2003 2008 2018 2003 to 2008 ‘ 2008 to 2018
Lehigh 74,424 72,844 68,256
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

80.00% 78.95% 90.05% 10.05% 11.10%
Luzerne 74,424 72,844 68,256
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

80.00% 78.95% 90.05% 10.05% 11.10%
Lycoming 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
McKean 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Mercer 55,821 51,662 53,339
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 70.37% 10.37% 14.37%
Mifflin 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Monroe 88,382 85,642 80,273
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

95.00% 92.83% 105.90% 10.90% 13.08%
Montgomery 93,033 85,642 59,555
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

100.00% 92.83% 78.57% -21.43% -14.26%
Montour 74,424 72,844 68,256
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

80.00% 78.95% 90.05% 10.05% 11.10%
Northampton 74,424 72,844 68,256
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

80.00% 78.95% 90.05% 10.05% 11.10%
Northumber- 74,424 72,844 68,256
land
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

80.00% 78.95% 90.05% 10.05% 11.10%
Perry 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Pike 74,424 72,844 68,256
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

80.00% 78.95% 90.05% 10.05% 11.10%
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County 2003 2008 2018 2003 to 2008 ‘ 2008 to 2018
Potter 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Schuylkill 88,382 85,642 80,273
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

95.00% 92.83% 105.90% 10.90% 13.08%
Snyder 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Somerset 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Sullivan 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Susquehanna 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Tioga 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Union 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Venango 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Warren 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Washington 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
Wayne 74,424 72,844 68,256
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

80.00% 78.95% 90.05% 10.05% 11.10%
Westmoreland 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%
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County PLDE] 2008 2018 2003 to 2008 ‘ 2008 to 2018
Wyoming 74,424 72,844 68,256
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

80.00% 78.95% 90.05% 10.05% 11.10%
York 55,821 51,662 48,367
Philadelphia 93,033 92,261 75,798

60.00% 56.00% 63.81% 3.81% 7.81%

Source: Developed by LBFC staff from information provided by the Medical Liability Monitor.
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