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I.  Introduction 
 
 

Senate Resolution 2015-138 directs the Legislative Budget and Finance 
Committee to study Commonwealth expenditures for salaries and other compensa-
tion and benefits of members of state boards and commissions.  The resolution di-
rected the Committee to report its findings to the Senate within six months of the 
adoption of the resolution.  See Appendix A for a copy of the resolution.   

 
Scope and Objectives Statement 

 

1. To determine the amounts expended by the Commonwealth for salaries 
and other compensation and benefits for the members of the Common-
wealth’s independent administrative boards and commissions, depart-
mental boards and commissions, and advisory boards and commissions.  

2. To provide a comprehensive listing of Commonwealth expenditures during 
the previous five years for salaries and other compensation, including ex-
pense reimbursements, benefits, and retirement benefits of members of 
the boards and commissions. 

 
Methodology 

 
We identified 163 independent administrative boards and commissions, de-

partmental boards and commissions, and advisory boards and commissions.  The 
Office of the Budget maintains state expenditure data for all Commonwealth boards 
and commissions.  As of October 1, 2016, the Office of the Budget had provided the 
information we requested in August 2015 for 72 of the 163 boards and commissions.  
The information on these 72 boards and commissions is contained herein.   

 
We plan to release a final report with information on all 163 boards and 

commissions after we obtain the information from the Office of the Budget.  
 

Acknowledgements 
 
  We appreciate the cooperation provided by the Office of the Budget in provid-
ing the information contained in this report. 
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Important Note  
 

 This report was developed by Legislative Budget and Finance Committee staff.  
The release of this report should not be construed as indicating that the Committee’s 
members endorse all the report’s findings and recommendations. 
 
 Any questions or comments regarding the contents of this report should be di-
rected to Philip R. Durgin, Executive Director, Legislative Budget and Finance 
Committee, P.O. Box 8737, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17105-8737. 
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II.  Board and Commission Members Compensation and 
Expenses 
 
 
 Table 1 provides summary information on the five-year compensation and 
expenses of the 72 boards and commissions for which the Office of the Budget 
provided information as of October 1, 2016.  Tables 2, 3, and 4 provide this 
information by individual board/commission member. 
 

Table 1 
 

Summary of Departmental Administrative Boards, Independent Agencies, and 
Advisory Agencies 

Total Expenses for Five Years  
(7/1/2010 – 6/30/2015) 

 

Agency 
# of 

Members 
Total 5 Year 

Compensation 

Total 5 Year 
Retirement 

or Other 
Benefits 

Total 5 
Year Travel 

Total 5 Year 
Expenses 

Departmental Administrative Boards 

Accountancy Board 13 $     33,672 $      3,145 $  55,652 $     92,469 

Animal Health and Diagnostics Commission 9 37,400 4,042 30,602 72,045 

Architecture Board 7 17,820 1,670 24,326 43,817 

Auctioneer Examiners Board 7 8,640 814 20,044 29,498 

Banking & Securities Commission 3 531,318 359,319 25,238 915,875 

Barber Examiners Board 9 10,320 972 28,929 40,221 

Board Trustees Danville State Hospital 9 0 0 3,645 3,645 

Board Trustees Ebensberg Center 9 0 0 2,802 2,802 

Board Trustees Selinsgrove Center 9 0 0 329 329 

Board Trustees Warren State Hospital 9 0 0 2,223 2,223 

Board Trustees Wernersville State Hospital 9 0 0 2,085 2,085 

Board Trustees White Haven Center 9 0 0 2,404 2,404 

Certified Real Estate Appraisers Board 8 31,080 3,201 58,600 92,882 

Charter School Appeal Board 6 0 0 8,221 8,221 

Chiropractic Board 7 18,120 1,695 56,969 76,784 

Cosmetology Board 11 15,600 1,463 34,001 51,064 

Crane Operators Board 6 7,980 727 12,399 21,106 

Dentistry Board 12 21,900 2,070 37,110 61,079 

Environmental Hearing Board 5 3,183,327 1,083,227 16,611 4,283,164 

Funeral Directors Board 7 33,180 3,121 37,477 73,779 

Landscape Architects Board 7 8,640 812 13,812 23,264 

Massage Therapy Board 8 13,320 1,189 34,565 49,074 

Medicine Board 9 45,360 4,258 83,400 133,018 

Milk Marketing Board 3 223,236 316,882 45,268 585,386 

Nursing Board 12 58,080 5,433 105,380 168,894 

Nursing Home Administrators Board 12 12,540 1,319 40,779 54,638 
Occupational Therapy, Education and 
Licensure Board 7 3,158 302 18,574 22,035 
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Table 1 (Continued) 
 

Agency 
# of 

Members 
Total 5 Year 

Compensation 

Total 5 Year 
Retirement 

or Other 
Benefits 

Total 5 
Year Travel 

Total 5 Year 
Expenses 

Departmental Administrative Boards (Continued) 

Optometry Board 11 $       10,920 $      1,032 $     31,447 $     43,399 

Osteopathic Medicine Board 11 13,200 1,244 22,714 37,158 

Pardons Board 3 237,994 230,204 16,591 484,789 
Pennsylvania Energy Development 
Authority 9 0  0  180 180 

Pharmacy Board 7 23,940 2,269 58,957 85,165 

Physical Therapy Board 10 14,760 1,385 22,194 38,339 

Podiatry Board 8 9,660 909 16,551 27,120 

Probation & Parole Board 9 5,141,300 1,726,186 191,818 7,059,305 
Professional Engineering, Land Surveyors, 
and Geologists Board 12 66,960 6,971 45,076 119,007 

Psychology Board 8 24,120 2,274 59,125 85,520 

Real Estate Commission 9 50,340 7,019 100,345 157,705 
Social Workers, Marriage and Family 
Therapists, and Professional Counselors 
Board 12 31,080 2,918 45,392 79,390 
Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology 
Board 7 12,542 1,177 28,324 42,044 

State Athletic Commission 3 259,686 303,168 817 563,671 

State Board of Water and Wastewater 6 0 0 5,409 5,409 
Vehicle Manufacturers, Dealers, and 
Salespersons Board 11 67,350 6,306 94,269 167,925 

Veterinary Medicine Board    8         9,600          908     17,041      27,549 

 366 $10,288,143 $4,089,634 $1,558,268 $15,936,045 

Independent Agencies 

Banking and Securities Commission 3 $    531,318 $   359,319 $  25,238 $   915,875 

Civil Service Commission 3 1,064,780 382,663 27,870 1,475,312 

Fish and Boat Commission 10 Note 1 Note 1 111,969 111,969 

Game Commission 8 Note 1 Note 1 215,457 215,457 

Gaming Control Board 7 5,097,969 1,583,047 215,198 6,896,214 

Municipal Retirement Board 11 Note 1 Note 1 18,060 18,060 

PA Labor Relations Board 3 449,792 337,918 0 787,710 

PA Public Utility Commission 5 3,489,689 1,141,485 196,204 4,827,378 
Unemployment Compensation Board of 
Review 3 871,967 428,378 24,313 1,324,658 

Workmen’s Compensation Appeal Board   3 3,487,566 1,380,774 251,397 5,119,736 

 63 $14,993,080 $5,613,584 $1,085,705 $21,692,369 

Advisory Agencies 

Aggregate Advisory Board 13 $          0 $       0 $      516 $      516 

Air Quality Tech Advisory Commission 19 0 0 17,805 17,805 

Board of Coal Mine Safety 6 3,600 354 730 4,685 

Certification Program Advisory Committee 17 0 0 2,091 2,091 
Cleanup Standards Scientific Advisory 
Board 13 0 0 4,254 4,254 
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Table 1 (Continued) 
 

Agency 
# of 

Members 
Total 5 Year 

Compensation 

Total 5 Year 
Retirement 

or Other 
Benefits 

Total 5 
Year Travel 

Total 5 Year 
Expenses 

Advisory Agencies (Continued) 

Climate Change Advisory Committee 19 $         0 $        0 $     612 $       612 
Conventional Oil and Gas Advisory 
Commission 8 0 0 536 536 

Environmental Justice Advisory Board 11 0 0 13,031 13,031 

Ethics Commission 7 89,750 7,180 27,119 124,049 
Low Level Radioactive Waste Advisory 
Commission 23 0 0 1,897 1,897 
Mine Family First Response and 
Communications Advisory Council 12 0 0 2,276 2,276 

Mining & Reclamation Advisory Board 7 0 0 12,584 12,584 

Oil/Gas Technical Advisory Board 5 0 0 4,366 4,366 

Radiation Protection Advisory Commission 17 0 0 10,363 10,363 

Sewage Advisory Committee 31 0 0 2,901 2,901 
Small Business Compliance Advisory 
Committee 8 0 0 4,184 4,184 
Small Water Systems Technical Assistance 
Center 20 0 0 1,531 1,531 

Storage Tank Advisory Committee 17 0 0 1,132 1,132 

Water Resources Advisory Committee 17 0 0 4,427 4,427 

 270 $93,350 $7,535 $112,354 $213,239 

No Expenses: 
Board of Trustees, Clarks Summit State Hospital 

Board of Trustees, Hamburg Center 

Board of Trustees, Polk Center 

Chesapeake Bay Management Team 

Coal/Clay Mine Subsidence Insurance Fund Board 

Coastal Zone Advisory Commission 

Scranton School for the Deaf (Closed) 

State Board for Certification of Sewage Enforcement Officers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  Developed by LB&FC staff from information obtained from the Office of the Budget.
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APPENDIX A 

  PRINTER'S NO.  986 
 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
 

SENATE RESOLUTION 
No. 138 Session of

2015 
 
 

 
INTRODUCED BY VULAKOVICH, ALLOWAY, BARTOLOTTA, MENSCH, PILEGGI, 

RAFFERTY, SMUCKER, STEFANO, TEPLITZ, VOGEL AND WARD, 
JUNE 1, 2015 

 

 
REFERRED TO STATE GOVERNMENT, JUNE 1, 2015 

 

 
 

A RESOLUTION 
 

Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to study 
Commonwealth expenditures for salaries and other compensation 
and benefits of members of State boards and commissions. 

WHEREAS, The Commonwealth has enacted a multiplicity of 

statutes that establish a wide variety of independent, 

departmental and advisory boards and commissions; and 

WHEREAS, These boards and commissions play a significant role 

in the administration of State programs and services in the 

areas of transportation, public health, public assistance, 

education, natural resources, labor, law enforcement, 

agriculture, commerce and revenue; and 

WHEREAS, Responsible government requires an examination of 

such boards and commissions to determine if board and commission 

members' salaries and other compensation and benefits are unduly 

costly or provide minimal value in relation to cost for the  
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taxpayers of this Commonwealth, particularly in light of current 

economic conditions and budgetary constraints; and 

WHEREAS, A calculation of the costs borne by the Commonwealth 

for the salaries and other compensation and benefits for board 

and commission members is essential for the purposes of 

identifying excessive costs, inconsistencies in compensation 

policies and procedures and cost variations among the various 

boards and commissions; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Senate direct the Legislative Budget and 

Finance Committee to conduct a study of the Commonwealth's 

independent administrative boards and commissions, departmental 

boards and commissions and advisory boards and commissions, 

under 71 Pa.C.S. § 5301(a)(5), (6) and (7), to determine the 

amounts expended by the Commonwealth for salaries and other 

compensation and benefits for the members of the boards and 

commissions; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the study shall include a comprehensive 

listing of Commonwealth expenditures during the previous five 

years for salaries and other compensation, including expense 

reimbursements, benefits and retirement benefits of members of 

the boards and commissions; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee 

report its findings to the Senate within six months of the 

adoption of this resolution. 
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