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Standards
Our

Government Auditing Standards, commonly known as the Yellow Book
or generally accepted government auditing standards (GAGAS), in all of
our audit work. These standards are used nationwide by auditors of
government entities and recipients of federal awards to ensure high-
quality, objective, and transparent audits. 

The Yellow Book provides the framework for conducting financial
audits, attestation engagements, and performance audits, and it sets
clear requirements for both individual auditors and audit organizations.
By following these standards, our Committee upholds the highest
levels of accountability and integrity in service to the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania.



To the honorable members of the General Assembly

I am honored to present the Legislative Budget and Finance
Committee’s 2024 annual report. Over the past year, the committee
has undergone significant changes, including the departure of the
esteemed long-time Vice-Chair, Senator James Brewster. This report
details our activities and developments throughout the year.

Message from our
Executive Director

by the Committee during the 2024 calendar year.  Each report delineates specific findings and
recommendations aimed at improving the effectiveness, efficiency, accountability, and fiscal
management of state agencies. In addition, the report provides a detailed and current list of
ongoing projects that are under review by the Committee, emphasizing the importance of these
initiatives in addressing key financial challenges and enhancing overall operational efficiency.
 

Moreover, the report articulates the core duties and responsibilities of the Committee, which
encompass conducting performance audits, valuating program effectiveness and outcomes,
reporting on the status of state funds, and making recommendations to the General Assembly.  It
also offers insight into the Committee's dedicated staff and operational framework, illustrating
how their expertise and collaborative efforts foster informative decision-making and promote
transparency in government finances. This document stands as a record of past achievements
and serves as a guide for future initiatives that align with the Committee’s mission of promoting
responsible fiscal oversight.

We take our responsibility to serve the General Assembly with the utmost seriousness. We
express our gratitude for the support provided by the Members of the Committee and General
Assembly, without whom the accomplishments of this important oversight work would not be
feasible.

Sincerely, 
 
 

 

Christopher R. Latta, MBA 
Executive Director 

The annual report of the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee
offers a thorough overview of the eight performance audits conducted 



NCSL
2024 Certificate of Impact

The Legislative Budget and Finance Committee (LBFC) has

been honored with the NCSL Certificate of Impact in

recognition of its thorough study on Pennsylvania Indigent

Criminal Defense Services Fund and Caseload within

Pennsylvania. This award signifies the committee's

commitment to excellence and marks the eighth

consecutive year in which LBFC has received national

recognition for its work.

News
Exciting
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Contact Us

717-783-1600

lbfcinfo@palbfc.gov

http://lbfc.legis.state.pa.gov

The Legislative Budget and Finance Committee's
address and hours of operation are as follows:

613 North Street, Finance Building | Suite 400A
PO Box 8737
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8737

For matters concerning Right-to-Know, please contact the
Open-Records (RTK) Officer at the Legislative Budget and
Finance Committee at the following address:

613 North Street, Finance Building | Suite 400A
PO Box 8737
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8737
lbfcopenrecords@palbfc.us

Office hours are from Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
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Officers - 2024

SENATOR KRISTIN PHILLIPS-HILL

SENATOR JAMES R. BREWSTER

REPRESENTATIVE TORREN ECKER

CHAIR

VICE-CHAIR

SECRETARY

York (part) County 
Member of the committee since 2019.
Chair since 2023

Allegheny (part) County
Member of the committee since 2011
Vice-Chair since 2013

Adams (part) and Cumberland (part) County
Member of the committee since 2021
Secretary since 2023

REPRESENTATIVE SCOTT CONKLIN
TREASURER

Centre (part) County
Member of the committee since 2007
Treasurer since 2022

CommitteeCommittee
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Members - 2024

CHRISTINE M. TARTAGLIONE

CRIS DUSH

JARRETT COLEMAN
SENATOR

Senate

ART HAYWOOD

SENATOR

SENATOR

SENATOR

Bucks (part) and Lehigh (part) County
Member of the committee since 2023

Cameron, Centre (part), Clinton, Elk, Jefferson
(part), McKean, and Potter County 
Member of the committee since 2019

Montgomery (part) and Philadelphia (part) County
Member of the committee since 2020

Philadelphia (part) County
Member of the committee since 2011
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Members - 2024

DANILO BURGOS
REPRESENTATIVE

House

STEVE SAMUELSON

BRIAN SMITH

TIM TWARDZIK

REPRESENTATIVE 

REPRESENTATIVE

REPRESENTATIVE 

Philadelphia (part) County
Member of the committee since 2021

Northhampton (part) County
Member of the committee since 2023

Indiana (part) and Jefferson County
Member of the committee since 2023

Schuylkill (part) County
Member of the committee since 2021

44



The personnel of the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee comprises individuals with varied
educational and professional backgrounds, thereby ensuring a comprehensive approach to fiscal
oversight.  Our project managers and analysts are required to possess a thorough understanding
of Generally Accepted Government Auditing Standards (GAGAS).  They must complete 40 hours
of continuing professional education annually.  They must possess the requisite knowledge, skills,
and abilities acquired through education and experience necessary for conducting GAGAS
engagements. This enables the staff to exercise sound professional judgments.  Furthermore, our
team must possess the technical knowledge and skills requisite for their design roles and the
nature of the work being performed.

In addition to proficiency in GAGAS, LBFC staff have obtained the following degrees and areas of
expertise:

Master of Business Administration (MBA) – Providing expertise in business strategy.
financial analysis. and strategic thinking.

Master of Public Administration (MPA) – Offering specialized knowledge in public
budgeting and governance of public/non-profit sectors.

Master of Public Health (MPH) – Contributing expert insights into public health, medical
assistance, and community wellness.

Juris Doctorate – Rendering legal expertise in statutory and regulatory compliance,
internal controls, and municipal finance.

Bachelor of Science – Providing extensive knowledge in data analysis, business analytics,
criminal justice, and supply chain management.

Bachelor of Arts – Presenting a concentrated understanding of economics, political
science, history, and education.

LBFC 

Staff
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Our Team
Christopher Latta | MBA
 Executive Director

Stephen Fickes | MPA
Deputy Executive Director/Project Manager

Stephen Fickes has served the LBFC in various capacities, including analyst and project
manager, and, commencing in 2023, as Deputy Executive Director. A distinguished figure in
state governance, Mr. Fickes possesses nearly 35 years of experience in performance
auditing. He earned his Bachelor of Arts from Duquesne University and his Master of Public
Administration from Penn State. His extensive professional journey includes tenures at
diverse governmental and private organizations, reflecting his unwavering commitment to
public service and excellence, which have significantly impacted Pennsylvania's government
agencies. 

Anne Witkonis
Project Manager

Stevi Sprenkle
Project Manager

Stevi Sprenkle is integral to LBFC, having commenced her journey as an analyst in 2018 and
advancing to project manager in January 2024. Her professional history encompasses
auditing positions at the Department of the Auditor General and the State System of Higher
Education. Holding a Bachelor of Arts in government and political affairs as well as a Master
of Public Administration, she contributes significantly to LBFC's fiscal stewardship and
policy analysis. 

Anne Witkonis plays a pivotal role in the operations of LBFC. She began her tenure with the
Committee in 1995 as an analyst and was subsequently promoted to project manager in
2023. Ms. Witkonis obtained her Bachelor of Arts in political science and policy management
in 1995. Her dedication to excellence is further evidenced by her graduate studies at Penn
State. In addition to her professional pursuits, Ms. Witkonis’ philanthropic endeavors as
treasurer at the Lancaster Elks Lodge demonstrate her steadfast commitment to the welfare
of her community. 

Christopher Latta’s academic and professional trajectory exemplifies his unwavering
commitment to public service. After obtaining a Bachelor of Arts from Westminster College
and a Master of Business Administration from Penn State University, he swiftly advanced in
his career. In 2015, Mr. Latta assumed the role of project manager at the Legislative Budget
and Finance Committee, and by 2018, he ascended to the position of Deputy Executive
Director of LBFC. His leadership qualities and strategic vision culminated in his promotion to
Executive Director in 2023. Prior to this position, he gained valuable experience as Chief of
Staff in the Governor's Office of Administration, Senate Appropriations, Banking and
Insurance, and Labor and Industry Committees. Furthermore, Mr. Latta demonstrated his
dedication to public service and commitment to excellence through his tenure as the
Executive Director of the Tobacco Settlement Investment Board. 
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Our Team

Amy Hockenberry
Analyst II

Shanika Mitchell-Saint Jean | MPA
Analyst II

Shanika Mitchell-Saint Jean possesses six years of experience in state
government, complemented by a Master of Public Health and a Master of Public
Administration. She has previously contributed to drug assistance programs,
motivated by a fervent dedication to public service. Ms. Mitchell-Saint Jean is
committed to shaping policies for public welfare and fostering a healthier future
through rigorous research and analysis. 

Matthew Thomas
Analyst II

Morgan Smith
Analyst I

Morgan Smith completed her Bachelor of Science in business analysis and supply
chain management, with a minor in management, at Grove City College in May
2023. Thereafter, she began a Master of Science in business analytics at the same
institution. In 2023, Ms. Smith joined the Legislative Budget and Finance
Committee, where she applies her skills in fiscal management and governance. 

Matthew Thomas has engaged in critical performance audits of Pennsylvania's
911 system, corrections, and healthcare at LBFC. His prior experiences at Deloitte
Consulting, along with his academic achievements—including summa cum laude
distinction and induction into the Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society at Pennsylvania
State University—underscore his commitment to excellence in policy analysis and
implementation. 

Amy Hockenberry, a seasoned professional in Pennsylvania government, brings a
wealth of knowledge from her 19-year tenure with the Pennsylvania General
Assembly. She holds a Bachelor of Science in criminal justice from York College
of Pennsylvania and is unwavering in her commitment to enhancing state
government. Ms. Hockenberry’s pursuit of knowledge is reflected in her
participation in seminars and courses that further augment her skills in research
methodologies, legislation, technology, and data analysis. 
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Our Team

James Wynne
Analyst I

David Beaudoin | CPA
Analyst I

David Beaudoin, an accomplished Certified Public Accountant, brings extensive
expertise in accounting and auditing to LBFC. His background includes financial
statement audits at PricewaterhouseCoopers, financial roles at Verizon, and
experience as a news editor at Ballotpedia. Holding a Bachelor of Science in
accounting and finance from the University of Delaware and an MBA from Temple
University, Mr. Beaudoin’s analytical skills are essential for LBFC's financial and
regulatory analysis. 

Joshua Ballard | MA
Analyst I

Anthony Choi
Analyst I

Anthony Choi, a Gettysburg College graduate, integrates his knowledge of
political science, public policy, and data science into his work at the Legislative
Budget and Finance Committee. His diverse experiences, ranging from the
Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco to the U.S. House of Representatives,
considerably enhance his readiness to support LBFC's fiscal oversight and policy
analysis mission. 

Joshua Ballard possesses a robust academic background in legal studies and
criminal justice, having earned degrees from Amarillo College and West Texas
A&M University. He pursued graduate studies at Penn State, achieving a Master of
Arts in criminal justice in 2023. Mr. Ballard has gained experience in family and
criminal law as a paralegal and as a graduate research assistant at Penn State
before joining LBFC. 

James Wynne, a recent graduate of Muhlenberg College, contributes a Bachelor
of Arts in economics with a minor in environmental science to LBFC. His journey
to this position encompasses both academic pursuits and practical experiences,
including participation in energy research as an intern for the Allentown
Environmental Advisory Council and engagement in business intelligence and
marketing research at a technology startup in Minnesota. Throughout this
journey, Mr. Wynne has provided his expertise to fundraising efforts at
Communities in Schools of Pennsylvania, shaping his comprehensive approach to
policy analysis. 
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Our Team

Lauren Ohnmacht
Office Manager | Comptroller

Lauren Ohnmacht became the Office Manager at the Legislative Budget and
Finance Committee in 2018, overseeing office operations, human resources, and
comptroller responsibilities. Her previous roles within the Pennsylvania Senate,
along with her experience as a Project Manager at ThermoFisher, enable her to
impart her expertise and unwavering commitment to excellence at LBFC.     
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 Performance 
Audit Process 

Idea 
Statute, Resolution, or proposal by
General Assembly or LBFC Member

Study/Audit adopted 
by LBFC Officers

Project Assigned to 
LBFC Staff

Vote 3:1 needed to adopt

Administrative
Develop objectives, legislative 

notice, staff qualifications

Research/Fieldwork Report Development
Draft, testimony, highlights

Report Release

Presentation to the committee, 
vote 7:12 needed to release report

Referencing & 
Internal Review

Internal review and exit conference
with agency, if applicable 

Project/Audit assigned 
by Executive Director

Data collection, analysis, testing,
development of workpapers

Committee Meeting

Report is available to general
assembly and public

Report Development 
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The effectiveness and efficiency of state government programs. 
The elimination of unnecessary expenditures. 
The promotion of economy in the governance of the commonwealth. 
The verification that state funds are expended in accordance with legislative intent and
law. 
The comparison of revenues and expenditures. 

 Mission

To provide members of the Pennsylvania
General Assembly with timely, accurate, and

unbiased information, analysis, and
performance evaluation to inform their

policy decisions.

Statutory 
Composition

The Evolution of Our Committee

1111

The Legislative Budget and Finance Committee (LBFC) constitutes a bipartisan, bicameral
legislative service agency established by Act 195 of 1959, as amended, 46 P.S. §§70.1-70.6. The
Committee possesses the authority to perform “all duties and functions relating to the study
of the revenues, expenditures, and fiscal problems of the commonwealth, its officers, boards,
committees, commissions, institutions, and other State agencies.” The LBFC conducts
performance audits and formulates recommendations for the Pennsylvania General
Assembly, aimed at: 

To fulfill this mandate, the LBFC is authorized to undertake performance audits concerning the
operation and effectiveness of state government programs. The Committee is also mandated to
report its findings and recommendations “from time to time, to the members of the Legislature
and... the standing Committees of the Senate and House of Representatives...,” as well as to the
Governor and Auditor General. The enabling legislation specifies that agencies subject to an 

Consequently, the primary objective of the LBFC is to evaluate the
appropriateness (e.g., compliance with the objectives and mandates of the
General Assembly), efficiency, and effectiveness of state government
programs and agencies. 

LBFC performance audit be granted the opportunity to respond to the Committee’s
report prior to its publication. If comments are provided, these become an integral part
of the final report. 
 



Under Act 1959-195, as amended by Act 1961-645, the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee (LBFC) is
empowered “to perform all duties and functions relating to the study of the revenues, expenditures, and fiscal
problems of the Commonwealth, its officers, boards, Committees, commissions, institutions and other State
agencies." This encompasses, among other responsibilities, the authority to review commonwealth revenues and
expenditures in order to identify unnecessary expenses, promote economic efficiency within state government,
and ensure that state funds are disbursed in accordance with the law's intent. Should funds be found to be
utilized for unintended purposes or should other statutory restrictions or provisions be violated, the LBFC is
required to report these findings to the General Assembly, the Governor, and the Auditor General. 
In addition, the Committee is responsible for furnishing reports “from time to time, to the members of the
Legislature and... the standing Committees of the Senate and House of Representatives with respect to any of its
findings or recommendations...” 

In conjunction with the general authority granted under its enabling statute, the LBFC has been conferred
authority under the following legislative actions: 

Performance Audit of the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission: Act 2004-
159 mandates that the LBFC conduct a performance audit of the Pennsylvania
Fish and Boat Commission every three years, with the next audit scheduled to
be completed by 6/25. 

Pennsylvania Game Commission: Act 1986-93, 34 Pa.C.S.A. §522(b), as
amended by Act 1998-166, mandates the LBFC to conduct a performance
audit every three years to evaluate the Pennsylvania Game Commission’s
adherence to its strategic plan. The ensuing audit is due by 6/27. 

The Adequacy of Fees Charged in Pennsylvania’s Instant Check System for
Firearms Purchases: Act 1995/1-17, enacted during the First Special Session on
Crime, amended the Uniform Firearms Act to require the Pennsylvania State
Police to establish a system for conducting instant background checks on
prospective purchasers of firearms. This act instituted a fee of $2 for instant
background checks and a surcharge of $3 on each firearms sale. Furthermore,
the provisions require the LBFC to evaluate the adequacy of the fees charged
by the Pennsylvania State Police for their Instant Records Check System every
five years, with the next assessment expected by 10/25. 

Local Option Small Games of Chance Act: Act 2013-90 requires the submission
of an annual report analyzing the impact of tavern gaming on the State
Lottery. The next report is expected on 3/26. 

 

Statutory Authority 
Recurring Projects

1212

Distressed School Districts: Act 2007-45 and Act 2010-123
mandate the LBFC to submit an annual report to the
Appropriations and Education Committees of the Senate
and the House summarizing the financial and academic
status of a third-class distressed school district, inclusive
of an audit of its accounts for the immediately preceding
school year. 



Staffing/Benefits/Retirement

Employee Salaries

Benefits 

Retirement 

$1,193,978.63

$702,288.05

$347,527.23

Agency Operations

Expenses $82,219.09

Misc.

Fixed Assets  $63,039.57

Budget

 2024 Operating Costs: $2,389,052.57

2024 
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Regular Session 

Treat & Release

Consolidated Billing

Tavern Games 

A Resolution directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to conduct a
study on the emergency medical services providers in this commonwealth and the
financial impact of non-reimbursable services for emergency response calls not
resulting in a medical assistance beneficiary receiving transportation to a hospital or
treatment facility and to issue a report of its findings and recommendations to the
Senate.

A Resolution directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to conduct a
study and issue a report on the issue of consolidated billing in the retail electricity and
other energy markets in Pennsylvania.

Act 2013-90, an amendment to the Local Option Small Games of Chance Act,
mandates the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee (LBFC) to conduct an
annual evaluation on the influence of tavern gaming on the State Lottery. According
to this act, the Governor possesses the authority to petition the General Assembly
for an allocation from the General Fund to the State Lottery Fund, contingent upon
the findings outlined in the study.

Senate
Resolution
2023-120

Performance Audits &
Informational Studies 

2024 

Senate
Resolution
2023-116

Act
2013-90

1414



Regular Session

Severence Tax

Housing & Health

Conservation Corridors

A Resolution directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to conduct a
study to compare impact fees and severance taxes in the most significant natural gas-
producing states and examine the competitive business climate for the industry in
those states.

A Resolution directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to conduct a
study and issue a report on the impact of housing on health in this Commonwealth.

A Resolution directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to conduct a
study and issue a report on the current status, management, and benefits of
conservation corridors in this commonwealth. 

House
Resolution
2023-131

2024

House
Resolution

2023-66

House
Resolution

2023-87

1515

Performance Audits &
Informational Studies 



Game Commission
Act 1998-166 mandates the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee (LBFC) to
conduct periodic audits of the Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) budget, as
stipulated in the Game and Wildlife Code. Enacted in 1998, Act 1998-166 was passed
by the General Assembly, amending the Code to introduce a revised hunting license
fee system. Moreover, it tasks the LBFC with conducting triennial performance audits
to assess the PGC's adherence to its Strategic Plan.

Act
1998-166

Performance Audits &
Informational Studies 

2024
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Regular Session
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We thank you for your continued support
in our efforts to contribute to the LBFC.

Enclosed in the following pages, you will
find seven highlight sheets summarizing
our 2024 reports.  We would like to
express our gratitude to our dedicated
staff members who worked tirelessly on
each project and to our stakeholders who
provided valuable data.

C O P I E S  O F  O U R  R E P O R T S  A R E
A V A I L A B L E  U P O N  R E Q U E S T
T H R O U G H  T H E  F O L L O W I N G
M E T H O D S :

Email: lbfcinfo@palbfc.us

Telephone: 717-783-1600 

http://lbfc.legis.state.pa.us
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